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knockers’. 


JRRESPONSIBLE and ill-informed attempts 

to “knock” charities are attacked by the 
Director of The Spastics Society, Mr. James 
Loring, i in a special statement. 

‘The Spastics Society, together with 
other charities whose heavy service com- 
mitments save the public exchequer many 
millions of pounds a year, is increasingly 
disturbed by attempts made to knock and 
discredit them, and make their fund-raising 


more difficult,” 


Pensions 
for the 
disabled 


Massive support is being 
sought by the Disablement In- 
come Group through The Spas- 
tics Society and similar organi- 
sations for the Private 
Members’ Bill, seeking 
pensions and allowances for the 
severely disabled, being intro- 
duced in the Commons on 
February 21. 


In particular, the Bill would | 


cover the needs of the severely 
disabled housewife and those 
who have been disabled from 
childhood and are unable to 
work. 

The. Assistant Director 
(Regions), Mr. A. M. Frank, 
said: “The Disabled Income 
Group is asking voluntary or- 
ganisations concerned with 
the welfare of the handicapped 
to add their weight to Mr. 
_Prior’s Bill by writing to their 
M. P.s to support it. 


_ — “Here is something all affili- 


ated Groups can do.” 
The Bill: See pages 6, 7. 


Chester 


he says. 


“The public has a right 
to know how charities spend 
their funds, and articles 
which give this information 
accurately undoubtedly per- 
form an invaluable public 
service. But _ statements 
which criticise charity activi- 
ties should be most carefully 
verified before publication. 

“The vast majority of national 
newspapers and the provincial 
press are scrupulous and con- 
structive in their approach, but 
there is a minority of fringe 
publications who are prepared 
to print damaging attacks with- 
out a proper check on the facts. 
Such action is not only irres- 
ponsible from a_ professional 
point of view, but shows a lack 
of regard for the thousands of 
handicapped people whose 
future depends on public gen- 
erosity and goodwill.” 

Mr. Loring’s statement fol- 
lows publication of the January 
issue of “Focus,” the monthly 
magazine of the Government- 
sponsored Consumer Council, 
which contains an article 
headed “Charities — Where the 
money goes.” 

“This article purports to be 
an authoritative assessment of 
19 major charities. But as far as 
The Spastics Society is con- 
cerned, part of the article is 
libellous, and a retraction of it 
is printed in the February issue 

(Cont. on back page). 


Mayor’s 


publicity plea 


3 A LTHOUGH he has served on the local council for many 
years, the Mayor of Chester had to confess at a dinner 


of the Chester ’62 Club that until that invitation, he had not 


heard of the excellent work 
being done in the area for 
spastics. He felt it was im- 
portant that the Spastics 
Society should improve its 
public relations. 

Later, the Society’s Informa- 
tion Officer, Miss June Samp- 
son, said: “The Chester and 
District Spastics Association is 
an active one which has an 
established nursery centre in 
Western Avenue, Blacon, Ches- 
ter. 


Astonished 


“On top of this, until it 
moved recently to Lancaster, 
Chester housed The Spastics 
Society’s Office Training Centre. 

“The affairs of the Associa- 
tion are frequently reported in 
the local Press, and I am 
astonished that someone in 
the Mayor’s position should be 
unaware of the Association’s 
work.” 

At the dinner, honorary 
‘memberships were ° bestowed 
on Mr. Christopher‘ Dudding- 
on, now in Australia, and on 
Peeling, Wasden of the 
chester a 
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Symbol 
girl 


The picture on 
the right shows 
just one of the 
many exhibits 
entered from 300 
schools through- 
out England and 
Wales for The | 
Spastics Society’s © 
“Design a Sym- 
bol”? contest. Al- — 
together more 
than _ 1,500 — 
children submit- — 
ted designs — 
which they con- © 
sidered suitable 
as a symbol or — 
motif for Spastics | 
Week. Full story, — 
results and pic- 
tures are on page © 
four. 


The Queen calif with ve C. 

M. Kearslake, Headmistress of 

Craig-y-Parc School, during a visit 

to the new Royal Mint at Llantri- 

sant, Story and another picture on 
page 3. 


The last 
laugh... 


Teeside Spastics Society turned 
the tables on vandals who 
tore down their Christmas 
tree at Middlesbrough 
Station and either stole or 
smashed presents for spastic 
children. 

Said secretary Mr. G. Picker- 
ing: “We left the tree lying 
on the floor with a poster 
alongside reading ‘VAN- 
DALS PULLED DOWN 
THIS TREE ON CHRISTMAS 
DAY.’ 

“The collection from _ this 
reached £206 15s.,” he said. 
“We are greatly indebted to 
British Rail, to the travelling 
public, and to the collectors.” 
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Camborne 
stricken 


by ‘bug’ 

The Spastics Society’s Cam- 
borne Centre is recovering 
from a ’flu epidemic which at 
one time had 15 of the 17 
residents in bed, and one of the 
two night staff, the secretary, 
two full-time house parents and 
half of the domestic staff off 
sick. 

The Warden, Mr. J. O. Del- 
lar, told Spastics News: “It was 
some type of gastric ’flu, and 
its effects lasted from five to 
eight days. If we had had just 
one more member of the staff 
off, we would have been in bad 


New Series, Price 6d. 


HYSTERIA 
SLATED 


HERE HAS BEEN too much hysteria 

about Mao flu and spastics should not 

be considered more eligible for flu jabs than 

anyone else says Dr. J. Luder, The Spastics 
Society’s medical consultant. 

“The evidence seems to point to this being 
only a mild illness,’ Dr. Luder told ‘Spastics 
News’. “It would not be any more dangerous 
for a spastic person to catch flu than any other 


trouble.” 


tribute to all 


at a stretch. 


The contest, in last month’s 
Spastics News, offered 20 prizes 
of a week’s holiday for four 
people during the opening Gala 
Week beginning May 17 when 
the Village will be taken over 
by Regional Pools Promotions, 
who run the Spastics Pool and 
who gave the prizes. 

The 20th winner was inelig- 
ible because there was another 
winning coupon from the same 
address. The editor has there- 
fore selected from the remain- 
ing entries the nominee of an 
anonymous competitor, 
SGA Pp” 

The nominee is Barbara 
Stagg, of 119 Southampton 
Street, Reading, whose name 
her sponsor saw for the first 
time in “Spastics News” 
classified advertisements last 
month, appealing for pen 
friends, 

Barbara was delighted when 
told of her good fortune. 

“Tt’s lovely,” she said. 


Winners — P.12 


Humph, Acker 


in concert 

Proceeds of an evening at the 
100 Club, Oxford Street at 
which Humphrey Lyttelton and 
Acker Bilk and their bands, and 
Alan Price are appearing, are 
to be given to Oakwood, the 
Spastics Society’s further ed- 
ucation centre at Kelvedon, 
Essex, 

The event is being held on 
February 25, and admission is 
10s, 
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As it was, many members of 
the staff who carried on were 
unwell, and Mr. Dellar paid 


worked for as many as 40 hours 


“Now we are on the winning 
side,” said a happier Mr. 
Dellar as January drew to a 
close with just one resident 
still under the weather. 


Wheelchair girl a 
winner in contest 
she didn’t enter 


A sixteen-year-old Reading girl who spends most of her 
time confined in a wheelchair has won a week’s holiday for 
four people at Pontin’s Holiday Village, Southport and a £10 
voucher—in a contest she did not enter. 


person unless, of course, he had a bad chest or 
other congestive illness. 

“TI don’t consider that it is justifiable to im- 
munise the masses.” 

‘Spastics News’ contacted five of the Society’s 
schools and centres. None of the spastics had 
been vaccinated against Mao flu. 

Of the five, two felt that all staff and resi-. 
dents should be vaccinated to prevent an 
epedemic, two felt that only certain cases should 
receive jabs, and one felt that the vaccinations 
were unnecessary. 


of them. Some 


Only three of the five had 
contacted their local G.P. for 
flu vaccines. 

Mr. Harold Cragg works 
manager at Meadway Works, 
the  Society’s light engin- 
eering factory in Birmingham, 
said if an epidemic hit the 
factory, the consequences could 
be catastrophic. 

He believed enough vaccine 
should be provided to immu- 
nise the 79 residents at the 
works and the 30 members of 
staff. 

A spokesman at Craig-y-Pare 
School in Pentyrch, Cardiff, 
where there are 56 spastic 


(Cont. on back page). 


Relax 
ina 
iia RadOx 
bath 


After a hard day relax in a Radox bath. 
Have the water just comfortably hot. Slide right down in 
the bath. Linger in it for at least 10 minutes. 

Fatigue and tension just float away in warm water made 
soothing and fragrant by Radox. It’s a comfort to both 
tired mind and weary body. Your skin is left R dox 


smooth, soft and refreshed. Soap lathers 
better. Hardwater scum and ‘high tide marks’ 
are eliminated. A quick rinse with plain 
water and the bath is left clean and inviting. 
Then, off to bed: relaxed in body and mind. 
You'll sleep better and wake refreshed. 


Radox makes a bath special. 


A NICHOLAS NI] PRODUCT, BATH ROAD, SLOUGH, BUCKS. 
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TEN GONKS 
A WEEK FOR 
MRS. KNOTT 


MBS. ALICE KNOTT of Ipswich has 

raised £100 for spastics over the past 

> three years—by making pyjama-case 

‘ gonks in the shape of Humpty Dumpty and 
selling them in aid of the local group. 

Mrs. Knott first became interested in spastics 
when her youngest daughter, an asthmatic, 
went for swimming lessons with spastic 
children. She offered her support to the 
Ipswich and East Suffolk Spastics Society 
and made her first gonk for a Christmas 


bazaar run by the society. 


It was a great success and Mrs. Knott 
received so many orders that she has been 
making 10 gonks a week ever since. 
Friends give her odd scraps of material. 
This cuts costs greatly and means that 
more money is available for spastics. 

Mrs. Knott makes the gonks in batches of 
ten and it takes about two days to 


complete a batch. 


She says, “It isa messy job. I seem to get 
more stuffing on the floor than in the gonks ° 


themselves.” 


“It’s bound to sound 


like a fiddle,” said Mr. ss spas : 

i i espile e embar- 
Oe Sees cet rassing coincidences 
of the Cheltenham - (mr. Sharp also 


and District Spastics 
Society. For he had 
just learned that he 
had won first prize—a 
£600 Mini—in a com- 
petition run by the 
local Round Table’s 


Bradford’s Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress, Ald. and Mrs. 
Arthur Walton, were taken for 
a ride at Grove House, Ash- 
grove, a home for adult spastics 
but in the nicest way. 

They took the ride in a new 
lift which, with other alter 
ations, cost £3,500, when Mr. L. 
Boyden, vice-president of the 
Bradford and District Spastics 
Society, pressed the button for 
the first time. 


Spastics suffer by 
thefts 


In Scarborough, a Spastics 
Society collecting box contain- 
_ing about £2 was stolen from 
the bar of the Crescent Hotel. 

In Peterborough, police is- 
sued a description of a school- 
girl whom they wished to inter- 
view in connection with the 
theft of a spastics Christmas 
stocking and collecting box 
from the Regent cafe. 


The Spastics Society 
MELDRETH TRAINING 
SCHOOL 


Cambridgeshire 


SENIOR HOUSEPARENT, 
QUALIFIED EXPERI- 
ENCED HOUSEPARENTS 
AND RESIDENT NIGHT 
NURSES required. Under 
the supervision of the 
Principal, the staff team 
aims at the fulfilment of 
each child’s potential and 
happiness. Salary in accord- 
ance with the N.J.C. Scale 
for Houseparents, plus £70 
for a recognised qualifica- 
tion. Superannuated post if 
desired. 

Apply for above posts, 
giving full particulars of 
age, salary and experience, 
to:— 

THE PRINCIPAL, 

MELDRETH TRAINING 

SCHOOL, 

MELDRETH, Nr. ROYSTON. 

HERTS. 


NOT A FIDDLE 


200 Club—in aid of 


pointed out that he 
was an ex-chairman of 
the Round Table) he 
was delighted to win 
the prize. 

“I don’t have a car 
of my own,” he said. 


Mrs. Knott ‘at home’ with some of her gonks. 
She makes 10 a week and sells them for the local 
Spastics Society. 

(Photo: East Anglian Daily Times). 


Mayor taken| Surely someone is 
for a ride... 


in need of 3,000 
brick ties a day... 


TTENTION, BUILDERS . 


.. Mr. Tom Williams, man- 


ager of the Sunderland spastics work centre, wants to 
interest you in brick-ties made at the centre. 


The ties, used in the con- 
struction of cavity walls, can be 
turned out at the rate of 3,000 
a day. Mr. Williams says that 
they are as good as any on the 
market and could be sold at 
competitive prices but the 
building industry has not so far 
shown much interest in them. 


The 35 spastic workers at the 
centre also manufacture 
500,000 coat hangers a year and 
supply a local firm with 1,250 
paint rollers each month. 


The boys in blue 
sing-along for £18 
at H.M.S. Ganges 


The Royal Navy, ever-ready to 
come to the help of those in 
need, has sailed in again with 
a contribution to the Spasties 
Society—this time from the 
boys of the navy’s training 
school, H.M.S. Ganges at 
Shotley, Suffolk. 


The East-Anglia Social Worker, 
Mrs. G. J. Thorn, reporting 
the receipt of a cheque for 
£18 5s, 7d., said that an 
accompanying letter from 
Lt. R. A. Brooks explained: 
“A group of my boys in 
Keppel Division formed a 
choir, without any prompt- 
ing from anyone, and sang 
carols at the Chief Petty 
Officers’ and Petty Officers’ 
Christmas dances, collecting 
the amount in the process. 


“It is their wish that the money 
be given to unfortunate 
children and I can think of 
no better cause for which it 
may be put to use.” 


Newton chair is 
presented to 


Nottingham 


A Newton wheelchair has 
been presented to Nottingham 
and District Friends of Spastics 
for use in one of the group’s 
holiday bungalows at Chapel 
St. Leonards. 


The chair, made at Meadway 
Works, the Birmingham Shel- 
tered Workshop, cost about 
£40. It was paid for by the 
patients and staff of Mapperley 
Hospital Social Committee. 


The committee raised this 
money by selling goods from a 
stall at their coffee mornings 
which are attended by the pa- 
tients. The proceeds are do- 
nated each year to charity. 


Liberal wins 


‘ambulance’ ca 


ME: CHRISTOPHER LAYTON, Swindon’s prospective 
Parliamentary Liberal candidate, has won his battle 
with Wiltshire County Council over transport conditions 
for five Swindon spastic children, whose parents were upset 
at the youngsters being crammed in the back of a small 
saloon car to take them for hospital classes. 


Wishbones 


winners 


Chicken wish-bones, painted 
gold or silver and hung with 
red, green and blue ribbons 
are selling like hot cakes in 
Brighton—as lucky charms for 
bingo players. 

The wish-bones were first 
sold at Hamilton House Spastic 
Centre’s fair. But they were 
such a success that players can 
now buy them at the Vogue 
Bingo and Social Hall in Lewes 
Road, Brighton. 


‘NO COMPLACENCY’ 


WARNING AT 
SOUTHAMPTON 


The Southampton Work Cen- 
tre cost £22,000 to run in its 
first full year but it is hoped 
that increased sales will help to 
offset the running costs in the 
future. 

The day centre, opened a 
year ago, costs about £40,000 a 
year, and parents are warned 
against complacency in the 
Year Book published by the 
Southampton and District Spas- 
tics Association. 

The leading article stresses 
that money is needed more 
than ever now, as everything 
has been spent on building and 
equipping the two centres. 


It was all arranged. Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs were to sing 
carols round the tree inside Fen- 
church Street station for the 
Spastics Society. Then—calamity! 
Snow White had a cold and had 
to cry off. So in stepped an under- 
study—Susy Doll (right) and even 
if she was “dwarfed” by the 
dwarfs, she at least made up the 
numbers! 


Left £78,000 


Property left by the late Mr. 
Frederick Druce wa. recently 
sold at Hemel Hempstead for 
over £78,000. After the pay- 
ment of death duties, the pro- 
ceeds of the sale will go to five 
charities, including the Spastics 
Society. 


Saturday sale 


Ten-year-olds Marion Tindall 
and Joanna Duekworth raised 
£1 for York and District Spas- 
tics Society at a Saturday 
afternoon sale. 


Fach day the children were 
taken from their homes to the 
spastic unit at Princess Mar- 
garet Hospital, Swindon, for 
physiotherapy and schooling. 

Until September a small am- 
bulance with seating and safety 
straps was used but the county 
council decided a full-time am- 
bulance driver was not jus- 
tified. 

Following this, an ex-nurse 
was paid to take the children 
in the back of her own Ford 


-Escort car. The front passenger 


seat was taken up by their 
nurse attendant. 

A spokesman for the hospital 
class said the children had to 
be levered in and out of the car 
without safety straps and could 
be injured if the driver had to 
brake sharply. 

Mr. Layton took up the mat- 
ter with Wiltshire’s Medical 
Officer of Health, Dr. C. Ly- 
cett, who has promised that the 
“cramming” will stop. In 
future, two journeys will be 
made by the ex-nurse to convey 
the children to hospital. 


Out into the 


world... 


Pupils of St. Margaret’s 
School for Spastics are being 
introduced to a wide range of 
leisure-time activities by 
Croydon Wayfarers’ Club. 

Club members intend to 
bring the children into contact 
with the kind of experiences 
taken for granted by normal 
children but which are often 
beyond the reach of spastics. 


2lst April, 
Mentally Subnormal.” 


normality hospitals. 


or hostel care; 


ing; 


The Society's Seminar 1969 


The theme of the Spastics Society’s annual Seminar 
to be held at University College, Oxford, from 15th to 
1969, will be 


‘FEBRUARY, 1969 


battle of 


y for club 


The social club held once a 
month at the Paddington Cen- 
tre has now re-opened after 
being closed for a time owing 
to transport problems. 

Most of the people who 
volunteered for help after the 
North-West London Spastics 
Society’s spring publicity cam- 
paign wanted to have direct 
contact with spastics. 

The club has given them an 
opportunity to show their sup- 
port in a practical manner by 
driving spastics to the monthly 
meetings and helping with club 
activities. 

However, the opening of the 
club has led to such an increase 
in membership that there is 
still a great need for volunteer — 
drivers. : 


KEEN WORKER 
FOR GROUP 
DIES 


The death has occurred of 
Mr. Charles E, Hart, of Edge- 
wood, Whitstable Road, Blean, 
a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Canterbury 
and Kent Coast Group. 

Mr. Hart came on to the 
Executive Committee in March 
1967 and put in a good deal of 
hard work for the group, in 
particular undertaking to visit 
spastic members in the Whit- 
stable and Herne Bay area. 

The chairman, Mr. 
Higenbottam, said: “We shall — 
miss his cheerful but practical — 


approach to our problems, and 


our sympathy goes out to his 
wife and son, Roy, in their sad 
loss.” # 


READY SOON | 
Shropshire Spastics Society is 
hoping that its third holiday 
bungalow, at Towyn, will be 
ready by this summer. 


“Future Services for the 


The Seminar will be interdisciplinary but will be 
of particular interest to medical doctors working in sub- 
Applications are also invited from 
doctors in public health and from Education Authorities. 
There will also be some places for senior nursing and 
care staff from training centres. 

The Seminar will consist of a Faculty of lecturers and 
several small study groups. 
be: (a) forthcoming changes in services; 


The principal subjects will 
(b) institutional 


(c) assessment and training; (d) the role 
of medicine; (e) the training of staff both care and teach- 
(f) administrative problems; 
subnormal and the community. 

Participation in this Seminar will be limited to 100 
people and will be by invitation only. 
delegate including board and lodging will be £20. Those 
who would like to be invited should apply, stating details 
of present employment, to: 3 


Miss A. S. Hunt, B.A., Conference Officer, . 
The Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, London, W.1. 


(g) the care of the 


The cost per 
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Craig-y-Pare 
children 


meet the 
Queen 


Sx children from Craig-y-Parc School for Spastics were 

specially honoured when they were guests at the opening 
of the new Royal Mint at Llantrisant, South Wales by the 
Queen. 

For the royal visitor stepped (~~~ 
aside from her route to meet | one. She spoke to 10-year-old 
them after their headmistress, Neil Carroll who is unable to 
Mrs. C. H. Kearslake, had re- speak himself, and to Caroline 
vealed that they were ardent | Hopkins and Tina Sampson. 
coin collectors. 

Holding out her hand to Mrs. 
Kearslake and smiling, she 
asked: “Are the children really 
coin collectors?” In fact they 
are, and became members of 
the South Wales Numismatic 
Society when it was inaugur- 
ated in January. 

The Queen, who was dressed 
in aquamarine, with a royal 
blue hat and black accessories, 
then stopped with the Duke of 
Edinburgh and the Prince of 
Wales along the line of wheel- 
chairs, pausing before. each 


Mrs. Kearslake told “Spastics 
News” later: “During the year, 
the children of Craig-y-Pare 
have developed an interest in 
coins and are assembling a col- 
lection. 


“A lecture given by Mr. F. 
Webster of the South Wales 
Numismatic Society was very 
well received and further lec- 
tures have been arranged. And 
Royal Mint officials have 
promised that the whole school 
shall pay a visit there during 
the coming year. 


“Meanwhile, these six pupils 
have had an exciting preview, 
including seeing the Queen 
strike the first coin. 


“The Queen, the Duke of 


Edinburgh and the Prince of 
Wales talked to the children 


Mary’s Royal 


eustomer 


The Christmas Card designed by 
Ponds resident, Mary Older, 
which was reproduced in the 


of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Scottish Council 
for the Care of Spastics at 
the annual meeting in 
Edinburgh. 

Mr. McConnochie spoke of 
the Council’s serious financial 
position. For the second year 
in succession, he said, they had 
had to fall back on their re- 
serves, to a total extent in two 
years of £34,131. Fulfilment of 
future plans was therefore in 
jeopardy until the financial 
situation improved. 


Meeting the need 


He referred to the Council’s 
achievements to date and to 
the ever-growing number of 


November issue of ‘‘Spastics adolescent and young adult 
News,” was chosen and sent spastics - who had _ passed 
‘out by the Queen Mother this | through its education and 


year. 

The Royal cards were apparently 
bought af a bazaar by a Lady- 
in-Waiting. Mary was de- 
lighted to receive a personal 
letter from the Queen Mother, 
informing her of the choice. 


training centres and who could 
not now be neglected. 

To meet the need arising, 
the Council’s first residential 
home at Scotscraig, Paisley had 
been opened, and filled within 


a few weeks. The year had also 


All the lonely people 


«ALL the lonely people .. .”. 


“A4The words of the Beatles’ 
song have a special meaning 
for Mrs. Florence Hill, of 
Atherley Road, Southampton 
who runs a “factory” in her 
own house where she is 
everything from manager to 
craftsman. 


_ “Factory” is what she calls the 


room where she keeps the 
hundreds of Christmas cards 
which she makes into calen- 


: _— dars for hospitals and chari- 
te tno 


hem, The Spas- 


And her productivity rate is 
high—more than 800 in just 
two months. 

It began during the war when 
ecards and calendars were 
in short supply. “I thought 
it was a shame to throw 
away all those lovely cards, 
so I started making them 
into calendars for my family 
and friends.”’ 

Then the whole thing snow- 
balled, and now almost all 
are given away to charities 
like the local Spastics 
Society and clubs for the dis- 


The Queen and the Duke of Edin- 
burgh meeting (left to right, in 
wheelchairs), Judith Lewis (11) of 
Merthyr Tydfil, Andrew Sharpe 
(14) of Radnorshire, Stephen 
Dombrowski (14) of Newport, 
Neil Carroll (11) of Wolverhamp- 
ton and Caroline Hopkins (14) of 
Southampton. Behind them are 
Miss H. James (teacher), Mrs. J. 
James (Matron) and Mrs. M. 
Harries (assistant matron), 


and to me and were most inter- 
ested to hear of their coin col- 
lection.” 

Mrs. Kearslake, who suggests 
that coin-collecting is an excel- 
lent activity for spastic chil- 
dren, as well as possibly. a 
profitable hobby, has presented 
each child at Craig-y-Parc with 
a set of the new decimal coins 
which she collected during the 
past year. 


SCOTTISH PLANS 
‘IN JEOPARDY’ 


FULFILMENT of future plans of those concerned with 
the welfare of spastics in Scotland is in jeopardy. 

' This was the warning sounded by Mr. Archie McConnochie 
when he spoke following his appointment as chairman 


seen the opening of the Corse- 


ford Residential School at 
Johnstone and the extension to 
Stanmore House, Lanark. 


Mr. Neil Sharp, reporting “a 
considerable amount of unrest” 
among Dundee area supporters, 
said it arose because it did not 
appear that “Project Horizon” 
money was being used specifi- 
cally for its main purpose — to 
provide homes for adult spas- 
tics. They were led to believe 
that a proportion was now 
being used to provide revenue 
expenditure in the affairs of 
the Council. 


Mr. J. D. M. Watson, one of 


the Council’s advisers, replied 


that “Project Horizon” had not 
so far provided enough money 
to get a capital project off the 
ground. Considerable sums of 
money had been spent on meet- 
ing the running cost of homes 
for adult spastics, which was 
really fulfilling the purpose of 
the project. 


abled and handicapped. 

“Until you come into contact 
with them,” says Mrs. Hill, 
you don’t realise how many 
Ionely people there are, 
people who will not get any- 
thing at Christmas.” 

And to help keep some of the 
lonely people happy, she 
works for about six hours a 
day, sometimes until two in 
the morning. 

“It's hard work,” she says, 
“but if’s the love of hard 
work which keeps me going.” 

Mrs. Hill is 65 years old... 


Half-way 
there 


Almost half-way to the target 
of £3,000 are the Devon folk 
who are keen to give spastic 
children at Sandhill Park Hos- 
pital their own indoor heated 
swimming pool. 

The money raised so far in- 
cludes £500 from the Mr. Pas- 
try Swimming Pool fund and 
totals about £1,300. 


Offering 


The Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster Abbey have in- 
formed the Director, Mr. James 
Loring, that the collection at 
evensong in the Abbey on 
March 16th will be devoted to 
the Spastics Society. 


Ride in comfort with 
Everest & Jennings 


Peterboro’ may 


engage visitor 


PETERBOROUGH Spastics Society is considering the 

employment of a part-time welfare worker to visit 
local spastics and provide a link between them and the 
Society. The suggestion came from a member, Mr. J. 
Pearlson, who is also a county councillor. 


Said Mr. Pearlson at a Soci- 
ety meeting: “We do not know 
how many spastics there are in 
the Peterborough district, 
although we think there are 
about 30. 


“We are going to try to find 
all the spastics in the area. If 
we had a part-time visitor, he 
or she could encourage their 


parents to join our organisation 
and allow us to help.” 


After some discussion, the 
suggestion was agreed in prin- 


ciple, but the advice of the . 


Senior Regional Officer and 
welfare officials is being sought 
in connection with the appoint- 
ment. 


Power Drive Wheelchairs 


y 


New mobilised freedom, comfort and confidence... the Everest & Jennings Power Drive 
wheelchairs make life so much eas/er... 


An E & J Power Drive Chair can give you so much more freedom and the wonderful confidence of being independent... 
imagine, at the mere touch of the controls being absolutely mobile whenever you desire! E & J Power Drive Chairs are 
simple to operate and designed to give you armchair comfort. For further details of the many benefits a Power Drive 
motorised wheelchair will give you, write for the Everest & Jennings fully illustrated, informative brochure. 
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POWER DRIVE SLEYRIDE SELECTRA THE MONODRIVE 
WHEELCHAIR INDOOR CHAIR ELECTRIC CONVERSION UNIT 


Self-drive mobility in the home, without 
manual effort. Two speeds—slow and walking 
pace, and one reverse speed. Only 21” wide 
with no projecting wheels soit can be used 
in confined areas. Turns in its own space, 
Folding footrests for close approach to 
tables, desks, etc. Glides smoothly over 
mats and rugs. Cantilever springing plus 
foam rubber cushioning provides perfect 
comfort. Powered by a 12-volt battery; 
one overnight charge is sufficient for 
several days’ use. 


In 4 matter of minutes any standard model of 
wheelchair can be converted for powered us@ 
in the home and garden. Gives fingertip 
control ; two forward speeds and one 
reverse, The unit can be quickly and easily 
detached from folding chairs for 
transportation. One overnight charge of the 
batteries is sufficient for several days’ use, 


Anew electrically-operated wheelchair with 
two motors to provide all-day run about use, 
Fingertip control with four speeds, forward 
or reverse, for indoor and outdoor use. Gives 
complete freedom—even slopes and ramps 
up to 1 in 10 gradient are easily negotiated. 
Turns in.a space of four feet. Swinging 
detachable footrests, for easy entrance and 
exit, allow close positioning to desks, tables, 
etc. Flexible construction ensures smooth 
tide at all times, Battery charger available 
for fast overnight charging. > 


ZIMMER ORTHOPAEDIC LTD, ZIMMER HOUSE, 
176/178 & 134 BROMPTON RD, LONDON SW3. 
Tel: 01-584 6416. 

Birmingham Showrooms: Theatre Approach, 


: To: ZIMMER ORTHOPAEDIC LTO., 176/178 BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, SW3. 
Smallbrook Ringway, Birmingham 5. Tel: 021-643 1324. | —_ 
b 


Please send me illustrated brochure on the Everest & Jennings range 
of Power Drive wheelchairs. 


Also: Bridgend, Glam., G.B. Address 
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response 


THE | SPASTICS Society’s “Design a Symbol” contest met 
with a terrific response from schoolchildren through- 
ae England and Wales. There were more than 1,500 entries 


Pretty girl with her hands full 
is 19-year-old Caroline Corby, 
a secretary at Park Crescent, 
pictured here bringing just a few 
of the entries for judging in the 
Design a Symbol contest. 


from 300 schools. 


The aim of the contest was to 
find a symbol or motif for Spas- 
tics Week, which is being held 
all over Britain from June 29 to 
July 5. 


Pupils from two of the Soci- 
ety’s own schools — the 
Thomas Delarue School at Ton- 
bridge and the Wilfred Pickles 
School near Stamford — were 
among those who submitted de- 
signs. 

The symbols were of a very 
high standard, especially those 
entered by younger children, 
which showed a profound un- 
derstanding of the problems of 
cerebral palsy. 


Judging for the contest took 
place at Park Crescent. The 
three judges — Mr. Alan 
Garth, editor, Advertisers’ 
Weekly; Mr. Christopher Sim- 
mons, Marketing Manager, 
Reeves and Sons Ltd.; and Mr. 
James Loring, the Director of 
the Society — agreed that their 
task had not been an easy one. 

Said Mr. Simmons: “The 
standard was very high and it 
was difficult to choose the win- 
ners.” 

Mr. Loring said he was de- 
lighted with the response and 
quality of the designs and also 
that the prizewinners were 
representative of the whole 
country. 


Mr. Garth commented that 
many of the exhibits were too 
large to use as symbols but 
would make ideal posters. 

“Perhaps next year, the Soci- 
ety should hold a poster compe- 
tition,” he said. 


The prize-winners 


The contest was open to pupils aged between 11 and 18 and was 
split into three age groups. First prize in each group was a 
10-day educational cruise aboard the S.S. Uganda to Amsterdam, 
Copenhagen and Andalsnes, provided by the British India Steam 


~ Navigation Co. Ltd. 

Winners also received a set of 
artists’ materials worth £5. 
Second prize in each section 
was £3 worth of artists’ 
materials and third prize was 
artists’ materials worth £2, 
all of which were donated 
by Reeves and Sons. 

Winners were: Group A (for 
pupils aged between 11 and 
12): Kathryn Booth, Heanor- 
Aldecar Secondary School, 
Langley Mill, Nottingham; 2, 


Richard Halvasen, Wallop 
School, Weybridge, Surrey; 
8, Susan Reddin, The Con- 


vent of Jesus 
Thornton, Bucks. 


and Mary, 


Group B (for pupils aged be- 


Lancaster 
scouts cue 


to help... 


A full-sized billiards table 
has been officially handed over 
to the Lancaster Training Cen- 
tre by the Lancaster and Dis- 
trict Scouts. 


Mr. Geoff Bolton, the District 
Commissioner, said they had 
raised the money for the table 
with a sponsored walk, with the 
proceeds of which they also 
were intending to improve 
their own headquarters. 


Mr. John Parkinson, the gen- 
eral manager of the Centre, 
thanked the Scouts for their 
generosity and said that the 
table was already in constant 
use during free time. 

One of the trainees, Herbert 
Greenhough, also thanked the 
Scouts on behalf of trainees. 
He said he thought some of 
them would walk as far “round 
the table” as the Scouts had 
done on their walk. 


tween 13 and 15): 1, Frances 
Sheppard, St. Audries School, 
West Quantock Head, Taun- 
ton, Somerset; 2, Clemence 
Aubury, King Edward VI 
Camp Hill School, for Girls, 
Kings Heath, Birmingham; 
3, Martin  Chilvers, Clee 
Humberstone, Foundation 
School, Cleethorpes, Lincs. 


Group C (for pupils aged be- 


tween 16 and 18): 1, Lesley 
Price, County High School 
for Girls, Stourbridge, 


Worcs; 2, Lesley Aspinall; 3, 
Paul Howitt, Queen Eliza- 
beth’s Grammar _ School, 
Gainsborough, Lincs. 


Mr. Garth (left) and = Mr. 

Simmons discuss a point during 

the final selection from the 
hundreds of entries. 


SCHOOL SETS. 


A RECORD 


Pupils of Edgware Secondary 
School raised £405 in five days 
for The Spastics Society — the 
largest amount ever raised for 
the Society by a school in so 
short a time. 

They did it by setting up an 
internal letter box at the 
school, buying Christmas cards 
issued by The Society and “pos- 
ting” them to classmates. 

The pupils also bought Spas- 
tics Christmas stamps to attach 
to the envelopes. 


FROGMAN ‘RAISES’ 
COALMINE COINS 


A frogman collected £28 for 
spastics from a “Wishing Well” 
at a coalmine in Lanarkshire. 

In the past eight years 
miners from this colliery have 
contributed about £1,000 to the 
Alexander Anderson Home for 
Spastic Children, Wishaw, by 
throwing coins into the “well.” 


DOLL DELUGE 


Workers at a Southampton 
firm have made more than 200 
dolls in their spare time. These 
were sold at a fair in aid of the 
local spastics group and raised 
over £25. 


for 


“On the one hand” says Mr. 
Burn, “we have a long queue 
of thousands of spastics still 
waiting for treatment, educa- 
tion and industrial training, 
while on the other hand we 
see a badly needed £1 mil- 
lion hanging in jeopardy. 
The Society is being 
crunched between them. 

“The money is a sum set aside 
and denied to us pending the 
result of five years of legal 
wrangling over a_ betting 
duty claim on a charity foot- 
ball pool which has been 
providing over half of our 
income. We shall not know 
the answer until early next 
summer when the case will 
culminate in the House of 
Lords. 

“But whether we win or not, 
we are determined ‘to 
shorten the queue. We must 
raise more money and alert 


Society, 
says Chairman 


RUNCH YEAR” —that is how the Chairman of the 
Spastics Society, Mr. W. A. Burn, sees 1969 in his 
message to the Society’s groups. 


“The question of racial dis- 


Casting vote — and the 


bungalow was_ theirs 


A 21-YEAR-OLD spastic girl will be able to live with her 
family in a specially equipped bungalow, thanks to a 
Lancashire council’s housing committee. 


The girl’s father applied to 
Ashton Council for the special 
bungalow but it was touch and 
go whether his application 
would be accepted. 


Almost half the committee 
felt he was playing on the 
council’s sympathy and said -it 
was unfair to grant the applica- 
tion since the father did not 
live in Ashton but in another 
part of Lancashire. 

One councillor said: “If we 
accept one, we are going to 
have to accept further outside 
applications. No matter how 
our sympathies lie we have got 
to think of our own _ handi- 
capped people.” 

The committee split 6-6 on a 
proposition that the committee 
accept the application, but it 
was finally carried when the 
chairman used his casting vote 
in favour. 


Export are 
for Satax 


The Spastics Society’s shel- 
tered workshops — Meadway 
Works in Birmingham — has 
made another important con- 
tribution to the export drive. 

Orders for 75 Newton Safari 
wheelchairs, together worth 
£3,260, have been. placed with 
Meadway by three overseas im- 


porters. 

The biggest order — for. 55 
wheelchairs — has come from 
Sweden, while 10 wheelchairs 


each have been ordered for the 
Australian and Danish markets. 

The Scandinavian orders 
were won following a recent 
tour of Sweden and Denmark 
by Meadway’s sales manager. 


SEASONAL 


| PARTY FOR | 


CENTRES 


ESIDENTS of Drum- 
monds and Wakes Hall, 
the two spastics centres in 
Essex, had a buraper Christ- 
mas party in the ballroom 
of the Red Lion, Colchester. 


The party was organised 
by Colchester and District 
Spasties Society, and guests 
included S.0.S.  personali- 
ties John Horsley, Sheila 
Stewart, Leslie Parry, Ellen 
Goodwin and Ron Goodwin, 
who is the new chairman of 
Wake Hall Management 
Gommnieee 


Members of the Friends of 
Wakes Hall and the Friends 
of Drummonds were also 
here to join in the fun. 


High spot of the evening 
was a cabaret given by Mr. 
Francis Golightly and his 
team of local entertainers. 


TByinbol contest brought huge | Sherrards' 


training 
triumphs 


Writing in the quarterly pub- 
lication, ‘“Sherrards News,” Mr. 
V. King, Training Centre Prin- 


' cipal, reports that the record 


number of 100 trainees had 


‘passed through Sherrards dur- 


ing 1968. 

Another encouraging note 
was the number of trainees ~ 
who had gone into employment 
during the year. Forty-five had 
found jobs, either direct from 
Sherrards or soon after leaving 
the centre. Mr. King says: “It 
is by the efforts of staff indi- 
vidually and collectively that 
these results have been 
achieved.” 


SHOP TARGET IS 
REACHED 


Plymouth Spastics Associa- 
tion reached their target of 
£1,000 with a Christmas shop- 
which was open for three 
weeks. 


the nation to the needs of 
spastics, many of whom have 
multiple handicaps. There | 
are far too many gaps in the 
treatment of the  handi- 
capped which must be closed. 


Discrimination 


crimination,’ says Mr. Burn 
“is a topical subject today, 
but how little do we hear of 
another form of discrimina- 
tion that affects the lives of 
many thousands of our citi- 
zens — it is discrimination 
against the mentally handi- 
capped, many of whom are 
also spastic. 

“Because they are regarded as 
second-class citizens, many 
hundreds of «spasties and 
others are condemned to 
spend their lives in hope- 
lessly over-crowded  condi- 
tions that still remain in far 
too many , sub-normality 
hospitals. 

“Some local authorities and 
hospital boards have had the 
vision to provide up-to-date 
and humane facilities where - 
adequate treatment and 
therapy is available; but in 
far too many cases spastics 
are sent to institutions which 
have changed little since 
Victorian times. 

“Why,” he asks “is the amount 
spent on patients in subnor- 
mality hospitals only one- 
third of that spent on 
patients in other hospitals?” 


969 is ‘crunch year’ 


Three-year 
driving 

ban for 
spastic 

A 24-year-old spastic motorist 


was banned from driving for 
three years and fined a total of 


£31 by a Devon court after _ 


admitting two cases of driving 
while disqualified, two of driv- 
ing without insurance and one 


of applying for a driving 


licence while disqualified. 

Christopher John Edwin Shaw 
of Clovelly Road, Bideford, told 
Stratton magistrates his driving 
licence meant everything to 
him. “It makes me feel that I 
am as accomplished as other 
people,” he said. 

One year’s disqualification 
was under the  totting-up 
procedure. At the end of three 
years, Shaw will be ordered to 
take a driving test. 

Inspector P. N. Coombe said 
that on September 16, Shaw 
was stopped at West. _Dyke, 
Higher Clovelly. 

On November 3, said the in- 
spector, he was again stopped, 
near . Kilkhampton, Devon, 
when he was accompanied by 
Miss Susan Bate. He told 
police: 

“We went to a dance in 
Bude. On the way home Susan 
complained of feeling sick. She 
asked me to drive until she felt 
better.” 

Shaw said he had applied for 
a driving licence, knowing that 
he was disqualified, out of 
“pravado.” 

Mr. J. J. Ferguson, defending, 
told’ the court Shaw had 
suffered from a disability all 
his life and felt a man apart 
from society because of it. 


Golden day 


Spastics Society collector for 
Somerset and West Wilts., 
Capt. Geoffrey Moss, and his 
wife delayed their golden 
wedding party for five days 
so that their daughter and 
grand-daughter from  Rho- 
desia could es them. It was 
the first time the Mosses had 
seen them for 12 years. 

Some 50 relatives and friends 
were at the party at the 
Mosses’ home at 7 Richmond 
Hill, Lansdown, Bath, in- 
cluding another married 


plus five 


daughter 
stead. 


from East Grin- 


The Mosses were married in 
Bath Abbey. Mrs. Moss had a 
narrow squeak in 1953 when 
she was in the first of the 
Comet airliner crashes while 
flying to Rhodesia. 


“The plane came down in 
Rome wth an awful wallop. 
It was a complete wreck, 
although nobody was killed. 
But [ve never flown gee 
she rezalled. 
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White wedding for wheelchair girl 


PRING BRIDE Pauline 
Hibberd will go to the 
altar in a wheelchair when 
she marries Nigel Morrow 
at All Saints Church, Seer 
Green, Bucks., on April 5. 


Pauline, aged 22, and her 26- 
year-old fiance are severely 
handicapped spastics. The 
couple, who have known 
each other for six years, live 
at Ponds, The Spastics Soci- 
ety’s home for adult spastics 
near Beaconsfield. 


Pauline, who is confined to a 


Mother Goose’s 
‘golden eggs’ 
for Meldreth 


“Mother Goose,” the last 
pantomime to be performed by 
The Little Theatre Club at 
R.A.F.  Bassingbourn, near 
Meldreth, before the base 
closes down this year, attracted 
an audience of 1,400. 

All the proceeds are for the 
station’s “Canberra Project,” in 
which they hope to raise £1,000 
to provide a workshop at the 
Society's Meldreth Training 
School. 

Meldreth will also benefit by 
over £10 as a result of another 
entertainment —this time a 
play performed for parents. by 
juniors of Byfleet County Pri- 
mary School. 


£6,000 appeal 
by W. Sussex 


West Sussex Spastics Group 
has launched a £6,000 appeal 
for a holiday bungalow. 

This will enable severely 
handicapped spastics to be 
looked after in privacy by their 
own families. 


wheelchair, will wear white, 
and plans to have her two 
nieces as bridesmaids. Most 
of the staff and residents of 
Ponds will attend the cere- 
mony. 

At present, the staff are busy 
preparing for the big day. 
They are planning a buffet 
reception for the couple at 
the home and hope to round 
off the celebrations with a 
social evening. 

Pauline, whose parents live at 
81, Manor Road, Woolston, 
Southampton, has been a res- 


Spastics Week |" 
response very 


encouraging: 


A VERY ENCOURAGING response to the challenge of 
Spastics Week 1969 has been shown at special Regional 
Conferences held recently. Michael Reynolds, Spastics Week 
Co-ordinator, said that many groups are well advanced with 


their plans while others are 
determined to make con- 
siderable advances in the 
next few weeks. 

Conferences have now been 
held in the South-East, East, 
North-East and North-West 
regions and attendance has been 
encouraging. Subjects covered 
have included fund-raising, 
publicity, literature and organ- 
isation and the conferences 
have enabled groups to raise 
particular problems with rep- 
resentatives from the central 
Society. 

Two-way communication be- 
tween Park Crescent and 


groups is essential for the suc- 
cess of Spastics Week and these 
conferences have helped in this 


Fire fine 


Two men found by the 
remains of a small bonfire 
in Sherrards Wood, Wel- 
wyn, landed up in court. 
For the fire contained what 
| was left of the Rectory Lane 
signboard of Sherrards 
Spastic Training Centre. 

They were each/fined £25 
for being conéerned in 
stealing it, and each had to 
pay £12 10s. restitution to 
the centre. F 


“x 


direction. 

Says Mr. Reynolds, “We have 
been able to enlarge on the in- 
formation already sent out to 
groups and they in their turn 
have provided many helpful 
suggestions.” 


“We have benefited particu- 
larly from the opportunity to 
air plans for fund-raising activi- 
ties and talk in detail about the 
operation of sponsored walks, 
balloon races, and door knocks. 
Certainly, a number of groups 
have firm ideas on their own 
fund-raising plans and I am 
confident that many will 
achieve the high targets they 
are setting themselves.” 


“We are endeavouring to 
keep groups in the picture with 
our central plans and hope that 
our advice sheets are helping 
groups. We would certainly like 
to know of any other informa- 
tion they require and in any 
case we are continuing to send 
out information on various 
aspects of the Week.” 


One result of discussions 
with groups is that special con- 
ferences for group press 
officers are to be arranged in 
the near future. And groups 
will have another opportunity 
to discuss the Week when a 
special session is held at the 
E.G.M. at Southport in the 
Spring. 


ident at Ponds since Sep- 
tember, 1962. She bhaby-sits 
for members of the staff and 
helps them in other ways in 
the workroom. She holds her 
Certificate of Education in 
English. 


Nigel, whose family live at 42 
Gilbert Crescent, Lilanelly, 
does odd jobs at Ponds and 
has a paper-round with a 
local newsagent. He is a pro- 
ficient soccer player. 


Pauline and Nigel will make 
their future home at a newly- 


HANDED 
OVER AT 
BEXHILL 


Actress Hy Hazell received a 
very special Christmas present 
on behalf of spastic children—a 
minibus which the Variety Club 
of Great Britain presented to 
the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics’ holiday home, Colwall 
Court, Bexhill-on-Sea. 


Miss Hazell, as chairman of 
the Colwall Court management 
committee, received the bus 
from Mr. Robert Wolff, past 
Chief Barker. It was given to 
the club by the Good Neigh- 
bours’ Trust of Bristol and 
trustees Mr. Douglas Arter and 
Mr. Donald Long were among 
those attending the handing- 


over ceremony. 


A number of pupils of The 
Spastics Society’s Meldreth 
Training School, and of Ingfield 
School, Billingshurst, who were 
spending Christmas at Colwall 
Court, also saw the bus handed 
over. 


The bus, which accommodates 
13 children, has a high roof for 
easy entry and exit and a 
special lift at the back to cope 
with children in wheelchairs. 


INI BUS IS 


completed hostel at Ponds, 
which has been designed to 
cater for married spastics 
and is only the second pro- 
ject of its kind in the 
country. 

The hostel, which cost £19,000 
will house seven of the 
home’s more independent 
spastics and will be officially 
opened in the late spring. 

The Spastics Society has pro - 
vided £2,500 for equipment 
and furnishings at the hos- 
tel, but the building costs 
will be met by Friends of 
Ponds, a voluntary organisa- 
tion which raises money for 
the centre and takes a per- 
sonal interest in its residents. 


Work 


ERA LYNN, who is a 
Vice-President of the 
Stars Organisation for 
Spastics, and a past chair- 
man, received the O.B.E. 
in the New Year Honours 
list. Miss Lynn—in private 
life Mrs. Harry Lewis—re- 
ceived the award for her 
services to the RAF. 
Association and _ other 
charities. 
Mrs. Hilda J. Shield, Deputy 
Headmistress of the Percy 
Hedley Centre for Spastics, was 
awarded the M.B.E. Mrs. Shield 
is the longest serving 
member of the centre’s teach- 
ing staff and the award recog- 
nises the work that she has 
done towards educating spastic 
children during the past 18 
years. 


Forces’ Sweetheart 


The M.B.E. was also awarded 
to Mr. L. W. Threadingham, 
managing director of Delapena 
Honing Equipment, Chelten- 
ham for his services to exports. 
He is connected with the work 
of the Cheltenham and District 
Spastics Association and was 
once its honorary secretary. He 
is at present nominee member 
for the Cheltenham group. 

Vera Lynn became. well- 
known during the Second 
World war, when, because of 
the particularly nostalgic quali- 
ty of her songs and her singing, 
she maintained a unique link 
between those serving their 
country and those who they 
had left behind. 


In fact, she became ‘univer- | 


sally known as “The Forces’ 


Duchess day 
for centre 


at Worthing 


The Fitzalan-Howard Spastic 
Children’s Day Centre, Worth- 
ing, was being officially opened 
on January 21 by the Duchess 
of Norfolk and Sir Edward 
Caffyn, 

The centre, the first of its 
kind in West Sussex can cater 
for 25 children, offering daily 
facilities for speech therapy, 
physiotherapy and_ general 
lessons. It was opened and 
equipped by the - Worthing 
Littlehampton and _ District 
Spastics Society. 

The Society is holding a 
fashion show in aid of its funds 
at the Assembly Hall on Feb- 
ruary 20. 


Seven million cards 


OVER SEVEN MILLION 
spastics Christmas cards were 
sold this year, reports the man- 
aging director of Spastics 
Cards Ltd., Mr. John Kellett. 


The figure was achieved, he 
said, despite two increases in 
Purchase Tax, the increase in 
postal charges, and tougher 


competition. 

“It was a very successful 
year,” he said. “We did very 
well with sales to groups and 
retail outlets and to business 
houses. More and more groups 
are realising that this is a most 
successful method of fund- 
raising at a time when money 
is not easy to come by.” 


She earned the title 
of “‘The Forces’ Sweetheart.” 


THE NEW 
YEAR 
HONOURS 


Vera Lynn. 
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Mrs. Shield. 


(Photo by courtesy of 
“Newcastle Journal’). 


for spastics is 


recognised 


Sweetheart” and with such 
songs as “We'll Meet Again” 
she won a special placé in the 
affections of thousands of serv- 
ing men and women, and went 
on after the war to consolidate 
her position as one of the 
world’s leading ballad singers. 

One of the original members 
of S.O.S., she has always given 
her whole-hearted support to 
all its activities, making many 
personal appearances on its be- 
half. She is also an active mem- 
ber of the Children’s Holiday 
Home Committee, and has 
given her services on numerous 
occasions to the Spastics Pools, 
acting as competition judge 
and appearing at Press confer- 
ences. 


Devotion and skill 


Mrs. Shield taught in several 
schools in the County of 
Northumberland and in 1950 
she took up a teaching post at 
the Sanderson Orthopaedic 


Hospital School. 

At that school there were 
many spastic children who had 
to receive their education 
while confined to hospital beds, 
When the Percy Hedley School 
for Spastics was opened in 
1953, Mrs. Shield was ap: 
pointed to the teaching staff. In 
1959 she became deputy Head: 
mistress. 

In addition to her other 
duties, Mrs. Shield undertakes 
remedial work with individual 
children, particularly with 
those who have disorders of 
spoken and written language, 
and works in close liaison with 
the speech therapist. 

A team of government in- 
spectors who visited the school 
in November, 1967 reported on 
Mrs. Shield’s long service and 
her considerable devotion and 
skill. These have undoubtedly 
helped to foster the good in- 
ter-disciplinary co-operation be- 
tween all who are connected 
with the school. 


Heading for the 
first Round-up 


FOUR-PAGE news-sheet called “The Roundup,” has 
been started by the Cerebral Palsy Parents’ Associa- 
tion in the Atlantic Provinces of Canada. 

This is the area which Bill Hargreaves, the Society’s 
Clubs Officer, visited earlier this year (see “Spastics 
News” for November, 1968), and reference is made in 
the news-sheet to Mr. Hargreaves’ recent Humanitarian 


Award from the Rosicrucians. 


There is also an item 


about the cross-Channel journey of Roger Holt and Peter 


West. 


Local news consists of progress reports on a C.P. 
school and workshop in New Brunswick, plans for a 
spastics club in Newfoundland, and brief items about in- 


dividual personalities. 


The front-page story is about a special class for 
physically handicapped children which has just been 
started in St. John’s, Newfoundland, described as ‘“‘the 


long-awaited beginning of what is hoped will eventually — 


be a proper school for the physically handicapped...” 


Cause to smile 


Five hard weeks of rehearsal 
and preparation went into a 
successful performance of 
“Snow White” given by the 
Smiling Faces Youth Club in 
Wolverhampton. All the cast 
were spastics and members 
who had speech _ difficulties 
helped to make scenery and 
produce “effects”. 


sold 


Already the designs for 1969 
are being chosen and it is 
hoped that the spastic-printed 
range will be the most exten- 
a and potentially successful 
yet. 


Footnote: A boxed range of 
birthday cards is among new 
items planned for 1969. 


Worthy of 
workers 


“A far finer building, but one 
worthy of the spastics who will 
work there.” That is how Mr. 
M. MacKay, a founder member 
of the North Surrey Group 
described a £22,000 extension 
to the Kingston Work Centre 
when he laid the foundation 
stone. 


The centre provides work for 
27 handicapped people and 
when the new building is com- 
pleted a further 15 will be able 
to join them. 

Mr. MacKay said the spastics 
had proved that they were 
capable of doing the work they 
undertook and could feel they 
had a place in society and the 
community. 


Charity we 
ALL need 


ON THE FRONT PAGE of this issue, the 
Director of the Society roundly attacks 
a Government-sponsored publication for its 
ossly inaccurate “revelations” of our 
fines The Information Officer responds 
forthrightly to an allegation that our publicity 
is not what it should be. Our medical con- 
sultant denounces Mao flu “hysteria.” 

On this page we give prominence to a 
major theme—pensions and other facilities 
for the handicapped. Elsewhere, and not 
always in such grave mood, we spotlight many 
of the topics which embrace the interests of 
spastics and those who work with them. 

But is it all worthwhile? Is it all necessary? 
Do we care—really care—about what is going 
on in the broader world of spastic affairs? 
Or is our Big Scene bounded by the tiny 
horizons of our own immediate interests? 


A poor ship... 


It is a sad thought that many of those who 
profess allegiance to The Spastics Society 
have little but apathy or criticism to offer 
the organisation as a whole. These same 
people — or a good number of them — work 
hard and rarely win public recognition for 
their efforts in their groups and their societies, 
at their centres and their clubs. They do 
what they can, give what they can, of their 
money and of their more precious time, so that 
their spastics are well cared for. 

They deserve—and as far as we are con- 
cerned are gladly given—the greatest 
admiration. Without them, the Society would 
be a poor ship, whose adventures would be 


confined, perhaps, to what a correspondent _ 


has so aptly termed “The Sea of Total Care.” 

And yet there is evidence that the attitudes 
of some members of groups are so parochial, 
so introspective, that not only Park Crescent, 


Fitzroy Square, and Portland Place but the | 


establishments and societies in the next town 
or county might as well be in Borneo or 
Buffalo City for all they care. 


Destructive 


A letter arrives on the Editor’s desk. 
“Owing to lack of interest,” it reads, “please 
cancel our bulk order for Spastics News.” 
And on a dozen desks at headquarters come 
other letters, and to meetings other mentions, 
about the way things are being done, or are 
not being done. 

Some of the criticism is constructive, and, 
therefore, welcome. But much of it is carping 
and destructive, based often on shallow think- 
ing or on a lack of effort to comprehend the 
problems of spastics in universal terms. 

A newcomer at Park Crescent is more often 
than not immediately dismayed at the seeming 
bureaucracy of the place. But before long, the 
dismay is generated rather by the complexity 
of the Society’s tasks as a whole, the paucity 
of the purse with which it attempts to set 
about them, and the height of the hurdles 
which have to be jumped by the voluntary 
committees and by staff members as indivi- 
duals or as teams so that the work may go on. 


Their efforts 


Yet there are few among them, if any, about 
whom it could be said that they are less than 
dedicated whole-heartedly to what they are 
doing, or who secretly believe that what they 
are doing is unnecessary or frivolous or, 
indeed, a sinecure. 

Through their efforts, more and more 
handicapped people have been brought into 
the purview of the local groups. Through their 
efforts, millions of pounds have been raised 
for capital projects which, if conceived on a 
local basis alone, could never have got off 
the ground. 

And through their efforts, by constant 
pressures and publicity, Britain has been com- 
pelled to become aware of the overall 
desperate need which we are all of us striving 
to fill, whether in London or Caernarvon, in 
Mickleover (Derbyshire) or anywhere else. 

And so we plead not for your unqualified 
admiration but for your understanding, and, 
above all, for your interest. In what we do 
here. And in what is happening just around 
the corner from where you happen to be. 

This is the charity we need; the sort St. 
Paul had in mind when he said: “Charity 
suffereth long, and is kind.” 


The editor 


BRITAIN should forget its 
economic problems for a 
moment and take a cold, hard 
look at those who cannot help 
themselves. 

This was how Mr. Jim Prior, 
Conservative M.P. for Lowes- 
toft, summed up his Private 
Member’s Bill on providing 
pensions and other help for 
the handicapped, which was 
due to have its second read- 


The reaction: 


A SPOKESMAN for the 

Ministry of Health and 
Social Security said the 
Government’s White Paper 
on social security would 
contain outline proposals 
for various sections of the 


.community, including the 


handicapped. 


Objects of the survey were 
to obtain “the best practicable 
estimates of the number, dis- 
tribution and characteristics of 
people in Britain who were 
living at, home and who may 
require help in their daily lives 
owing to disability.” 

The spokesman said the 
Government would have early 
figures by the middle of the 
year, from which to make 
analyses. 


Commission 


The Conservative Party said 
they supported Mr. Prior “right 
along the line’ and were 
pleased that he had brought 
the problem into the limelight. 

The Liberal Party said their 
official view was made known 
at the Party assembly in Edin- 
burgh last year when a resolu- 
tion was passed regretting the 
failure of successive govern- 
ments to make adequate com- 
pensation for the disabled. 

They called upon the Govern- 
ment to set up a commission 
for the disabled and felt there 
should be co-ordination he- 
tween all government and 
voluntary agencies concerned 
with the disabled. 

The Liberals also asked the 
Government to provide ade- 


“We shall not 


The Chairman: 
pull our punches if we don’t get 


results...” 


ing in the Commons on 
February 21. 

Mr. Prior—he’s private secre- 

»tary to Mr. Edward Heath— 
told Spastics News: “The 
Government must have a 
more enlightened approach 
to the problems of the dis- 
abled, such as that evolved 
by The Spastics Society. 

“These problems must be 
brought into the public eye. 
Handicapped people should 
be helped in every way, what- 
ever the cost. 

“If it is tackled wisely and over 
a period of time, the cost 
could be kept low anyway. 
Disabled people could be 
taught to help themselves 


rather than be dependent on ~ 


others.” 

Mr. Prior’s Bill sought legisla- 
tion to provide pensions for 
the disabled, who do not 
qualify for benefit either 
under Nationa] Insurance or 
War Disability schemes. 

It was particularly concerned 
with disabled housewives and 
those who have been handi- 
capped since childhood and 
are unable to work. As many 
as 340,000 people, many of 
them spastics, could benefit. 

Main provision of the Bill was 
to give the Government 
authority to introduce an 
order to provide pensions or 
allowances, such as giving 


The plea: Pensions for the handicapped 


the constant attendance 
allowance to the totally dis- 
abled. 

It also called for a proportion 
of council houses to be fitted 
with appropriate aids for the 
disabled and asked for simi- 
lar requirements in public 
buildings, such as_ banks, 


libraries and places of enter- - 


ment. 

Mr. Prior also called for the 
setting up of a Central 
Advisory Committee on dis- 
ablement, 

“Problems facing a family by 
disablement cause most fami- 
lies to be low wage earners 
at best and poverty stricken 
at worst,” he said. 


‘We should forget our economic problems for a moment and 


take a cold, hard look at those who cannot help themselves’ 


a White 


Paper, support 
and a promise 


quate educational training and 
sheltered workshops for the 
handicapped and to provide a 
disability allowance. Lastly, the 
Government should ensure that 
in all housing schemes a per- 
centage of houses were built 
to approved designs for the 
handicapped or elderly and 
that future town planning and 
the development of shopping 
centres should constantly seek 
to cater for the special needs 
of the disabled. 


Mr. W. A. Burn, Chairman of 
The Spastics Society, has also 
appealed to town planners in 
this respect. 


“Builders and town planners 
are guilty of neglect regarding 


the environmental problems of 
the handicapped,” he said. “We 
can provide special facilities in 
our homes and centres, given 
the funds. But we cannot 
replan the outside world. 


The Hazards 


“I would like to see Mr. 
Crossman or some of his col- 
leagues at the Department of 
Health and Social Security 
spend a day in a wheelchair. 
They then would realise the 
frustration of trying to tackle 
a flight of steps or an awkward 
entrance, and the impossibility 
of using a _ public con- 
venience.” 


The present holds for these 
chiidren the comfort and re- 
assurance of the care which The 
Spastics Society is able to give 


only with hard-won _ public 
support. But what of their 
future? The nation must act. 


Spastics and others in the - 


Toneliness of their wheelchairs, 
Mr. Burn said, were almost 
completely forgotten when it 
came to building shops, stores, 
places of entertainment, puplic 
lavatories. 


The Promise 


Doors were often too small 
to allow the entrance of a 
wheelchair, flights of stairs 
could not be negotiated, there 
were no handrails for those of 
unsteady gait, restaurants had 
little or no space between 
tables, and supermarkets too 
narrow aisles. 

Pavements were another 
hazard. For someone in a 
wheelchair, the kerbstone was 
the boundary of their travel— 
small negotiable ramps should 
be provided at road junctions. 
This was being done in some 
areas—why not in every city 
or town in the country? 

Transport was another area 


THE ANOMALIES: BRITAIN 
by Pamela Phillips 


RITAIN today is a country 

where pop groups’ earn 
millions -of pounds annually, 
company directors and poli- 
ticians ‘housands of pounds. 
Even the skilled factory worker 
can collect £40 or £50 at the 
end of the week (including 
Overtime) . 

The newspapers advertise holi- 
days abroad at £30 upwards. 
In every town the shops are 
filled with expensive clothes, 
furniture, and other goods. 

The people who suffer most in 
Our prosperous society are 
widows, old age pensioners, 
and children from large fami- 
lies, or those who have no 
fathers. They cannot afford 
luxury goods, or holidays of 
any sort. But people in this 
category do at least receive a 
state pension or allowance, 
however paltry. 


Not provided for 


There are others in this country 
—British citizens—who are not 
entitled to any State pension 
or allowance. These are men 
and women over 80, who were 
too old to be included in the 
State pension when it com- 
menced, 

The others who are not provided 


for by the State, are those who 
by some misfortune have be- 
come handicapped either at 
birth or at some other stage in 
their lives. They include spas- 
tics. 

They, like the State pensioner 
and some widows, are unable 
to find or undertake employ- 
ment. They have to exist on 
their savings (if they have 
-any) or on a supplementary 
benefit grant from the Min- 
istry of Social Security. 


Lack of protein 

This supplementary benefit grant 
is not meant to be the sole 
income of the individual con- 
cerned, but, as the name 
suggests, is designed to supple- 
ment the income. 

Accordingly, the basic scale is 
extremely meagre. A small 
supplement to a widow’s or 
old age pension may be a 
godsend to those who have a 
State pension. To those who 
have to rely upon it as their 
only income, it is but a pit- 
tance. 

Even though there have been two 


increases in supplementary 
benefits since 1964 which are 
to be wholeheartedly wel- 
comed, tney do not in any way 
compensate for the rise in the 
cost of tiving ‘since 1964. 
Naturally, these handicapped 
and old people cannot live on 
such a low income. 

Many of the elderly make a vain 
endeavour to maintain their 
independence—and frequently 
die as a consequence through 
lack of protein. Which means 
that they die because they are 
unable to afford to purchase 
enough food to keep them- 
selves alive. 


Pocket money 


The younger disabled adults have 
either to endure the humilia- 
tion of being financially as well 
as_ physically dependent on 
their parents, if they are alive 
and fit enough to care for their 
children. 

When the parents are dst or 
incapable of looking aftér the 
handicapped member of the 
family, he is put into 4 home 


Extra costs of diss SB icenehtes 
plus cost of earning power 
—were so tragic that it was 

~~ a commentary on the public’s 
collective selfishness that so 
little had been done to recog- 
nise the need and then to 
deal with it. ; 

“It is convenient to say that 
we have not the facts and that 
these must be ascertained 
before action is taken. 

“This is a lame excuse designed 
to put off action, which is 
needed at once. Economic 
stringency will also be trotted 
out as a reason for inaction. 

“Society must and _ should 

-demand that pending the 
results of the Government’s 
official survey on social secu- 
rity, an intermediate scheme 
to provide disability pensions 
in the worst cases should be 

introduced forthwith. — 


where the honda needed 
a new deal, 

“This year The Spastics 
Society will continue to fiight 
vigorously at all levels to 
obtain a better deal for the 
handicapped. We shall continue 
to co-operate with the- central 
government, with local authori- 
ties, with regional hospital 
boards and with other charities. — 

“But we shall not pull our 
punches if we don’t get re« 
sults,” he promised, “for our 

Society is determined to live 
up to its reputation for getting 
things done.” 

In a ‘statement, the Royal 
Institute of Sntee Architects 
said: 


Reserva: 


“In principle, we :welcome 
the idea as a step in the right 
direction to make today’s homes 
more manageable for «handi- 
capped people. 

“However, we have certain 
reservations about the effective 
implementation of such pro- 
posals and feel that the ques- 
tion of the increased costs in- 
volved, their effect upon the 
housing cost yardstick limita- 
tions, etc, would have to be 
carefully considered.” 


TODAY 


or a hospital. Although he 
is well cared for, his supple- 
mentary benefit grant (if he 
has one) is taken from him for 
his keep. He is given a few 
shillings a week pocket money, 
enough to purchase a packet 
of cigarettes or some sweets. 


Anyone who has ever tried re- 
stocking their wardrobe on a 
supplementary allowance, wil! 
have discovered how totally 
inadequate it is People in re- 
ceipt of a private pension of 
under £2 do not even qualify 
for a clothing allowance. | 
know, for | am one of those 
people: 
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Mr. Prior: ‘“‘These problems must 
be brought into the public eye.” 


POP TALK 
DON MOSS 


A NEW YEAR DAWNS and with it the hopes and wishes of 
A many. I wished and hoped at the beginning of ’69 and 
I’m sure you did, too. 


As with other years when December rolls around again, 
some of these wishes and hopes will have been realised; others 
will have been dashed to the ground—achievements, disappoint- 
ments, frustrations, fulfilments that make life exciting and are 
all part of its rich pattern. 


The part of the pattern marked “Entertainment World” as 
far as 1968 was concerned was to me anything but rich and 
exciting and as the entertainment world is the world in which 
I attempt to make an honest penny or two, I have a few hopes 
for the parts of it and some of its inhabitants for 1969. 


Not a pretty sight 


IL HOPE that record companies, record makers and record 
artists will realise that record sleeves are useful to keep the 
records clean and to inform the record-buyer as to the contents 
of the LP in as attractive a way as possible. If the record 
sleeve business continues its 1968 trend in ’69 the companies 
will have to provide an outer sleeve to keep the inner sleeve 


All I ean add is that it’s a good thing you can’t judge an 
LP by its cover, for some of them are not a pretty sight. 


HOPE that Radio 1 will dedicate itself to providing a 
popular music service for the majority of the listening public 
instead of for a minority, as it is doing at the moment—that is, 
= until the record companies and the Musicians’ Union do the 
while thing and allow the BBC lots and lots 
more needle time and the BBC itself then provides a complete 
“middle-of-the-road” alternative on Radio 2. 


Big bore of 1968 


I HOPE John Lennon and Yoko Ono have come to the right 
decision about themselves and that whatever they do in ’69, 
they keep it to themselves. They were such a hore in’’68. 


HOPE people will stop saying that such and such a record 
I Any record has a right in the 


Top 20 providing it has sold enough copies to warrant its being 


sensible and worth 


has no right in the charts. 


HOPE as much as anything that all of you reading this will 
I have a healthy and happy 1969 and that when it see to 
a close, you will be able to look back and say in the words of 
the song: “It was a very good year.” 


AVTTTTITTCURVTTTTTUCEVVTTTTVUNOTITINLCUOVATINITOOVOTTITIUUUOOROTIULUOUAITIULLGLARDLLULLLGGAKLLALOCLLGREALLALLOLGGARLLLLLALLOLEGERELLLLES 


both theatre and films—taking 
time off only for two years at 
University and, after her mar- 
riage to the successful author 
Roald Dahl, for the births of 
their children. 
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Record hopes 


TTIVUTEVONTTIITITTM 


ATEATOATOTUOTOVTOTEATOTIGTIOTUNTVOTONIOTONTUOTONNONVOTUATONTOTOALOAOVONTOGVONUONEOTOATOREONUOITAVOAUOMLULOQTONOVEANONCUATOVOATORLONNOTONNONTOVCONIATEATAAVONOAUOTIOVUAUOANORUGTUOTONUOAUOIOTEAVOMTERIOTTAUIAUDULOIUOLUMIUMOLLERLELLLLLLURLL 


tll 


husband Roald went upstairs in 
the house they had rented to 
find Patricia wandering vaguely 
around until she collapsed on 
the bed. Instinctively he knew 
what had happened. Patricia 
had had a stroke. 

X-rays and surgical diagnosis 
showed an operation was im- 
perative. Roald Dahl, knowing 
all the risks involved, said it 
should be carried out. 

That was four years ago. Yet 
Patricia Neal is now back in 
films—and in the starring role. 
She also has an adorable little 
girl who is three-and-a-half. 


Unconscious... 


We sat in the kitchen while 
we talked and drank coffee. 
During our discussion she was 
making out a shopping list to 
feed their large family. 

“After the operation, I was 
unconscious for three weeks,” 
she said as she wrote her list. 
And then she laughed. “They 
thought I would be dotty—and 
I almost am still. I was in hos- 
pital about four weeks.” 

I asked her what she did 
when she came out of hospital. 

“My husband had me taken 
out one night. I had no hair on 
my head and I had double 
vision until I came back to 
England. I don’t know what it 
was, whether it was the ‘plane 
trip or the champagne they fed 
me on when I returned but I 
never saw double again. : 

“T have one defective leg but 
it is not noticeable in films al- 
though I still walk with a limp. 
My right arm was completely 
paralysed and they could not 
get it down. Now I can write 
with it, although it is always 
cold.” 

In fact, in comparatively mild 
weather she still feels the cold 
intensely. 


with my son and I just could 
not get there and was crying 
and crying. I had such a pain 
in my leg that I was carried 


Interesting people 


Patricia Neal 
by Therese Appleby 


there. But it does not worry 
Me now, and I can walk any 
distance, 

“When the baby was born I 
was anaesthetised on the spine 
so that I could feel nothing, but 
I was still conscious. The 
doctor brought on the birth 
because I was so anxious. When 
they brought me home I could 
not think of a thing to say. 


Just got better 


“Physically, I felt fine after I 
had had the baby. I was a bit 
dotty but I knew when I was 
having my picture taken—part 
of my training I suppose— 
because I would smile auto- 
matically but I didn’t care any- 
thing about my children for a 
long time afterwards. 

‘My husband insisted that I 
went to an army hospital nearby 
for physiotherapy. I went swim- 
ming but we decided it didn’t 
help. I just got better, al- 
though I went through all these 
exercises, but I did have lots of 
teachers.” 

“What help did your teachers 
give you?” I asked. 

She pondered for a moment 
and then said: “I really can’t 


tell you. Usually we played — 


bridge and other games. They 
asked questions, questions, 


questions and I answered to the 
best of my ability. It was rather 
like I.Q. tests. 

“The one who helped me most 
would take out a map of the 
world and discuss it with me. 
She was teaching me to become 
aware of everything again.” 

“And did you have any 
speech difficulty?” 

“T could not say anything for 
months. Somebody came in 
in California who would mas- 
sage me and make me do exer- 
cises. She made me go through 
the alphabet and taught me 
tiny words. Now I read very 
well. But I have a dreadful 
memory for names.” 

I asked her when she first 
really began to recover. 


Amazing man 


“You don’t notice it yourself. 
It was a gradual improvement 
but three years afterwards I 
worked making a film in Cali- 
fornia, ‘Roses.’ They shot my 
sequence in two to three weeks 
so that I could return home. 
But I am sure I was very ill for 
two years after the stroke.” 

“And what are you interested 
in now?” I asked. 

The reply was spontaneous. 
“Acting. I used to be a very 
good cook but I haven’t cooked 


Get that buffalo out of here 


N ENTERPRISING publi- 
& can in Moreton, Dorset, has 
hit on an idea to keep the 
spirit of Christmas alive 
throughout the year in the 
hope that his customers will 
be generous in their giving to 
the pile of spastics pennies. 
It’s all done, I understand, with 
a reindeer—full-sized, the 
genuine article, antlers and 
all—but stuffed, of course. 
It arrived by lorry at the 
Frampton Arms in time for 
Christmas and is now per- 
manently installed in its new 
domain—The Deer Bar. 
Landlord Mr. James “Dusty” 
Miller said: “The original 
owner bought it as a Christ- 
mas present for his wife after 
she had insisted on him get- 


ting rid of a stuffed water 
buffalo from their garden 
because it frightened the 
children. But she _ didn’t 
fancy the reindeer either and 
threatened to go home to 
mother if it remained in their 
living room.” 

And so Mr. Miller has given it 
a more suitable home. Incid- 
entally, one of the features 
on the menu at the Frampton 
Arms is roast venison... 


*K *K *K 

THE SOCIETY certainly gets 

some of its revenue from 

some odd places. But could 
there be a more unlikely 

source than the outcome of a 

bit of poaching? 

have just read about an 

Essex man who was fined by 

Braintree Magistrates for 

trespassing in search of 

rabbits; using a gun, dog and 

nets for taking game on a 

Sunday and so on. 

It all added up to poaching, 
and he was fined a total of 
£22. And thinking that his 
gun might be confiscated, he 
told the Bench: “Please sell 
it and give the proceeds to 
the local Spasties Society.” 

It was a kind thought. But the 
chairman said that although 
this was a praiseworthy offer, 
he thought the Bench had no 
power to make such a ruling. 


Lal 


The poacher was allowed to 
keep his gun. 

K Kk 

An old acquaintance who writes 
a kind of “Bits and Pieces” 
column for a Norfolk newspaper 
“got the needle” one evening 
recently, in no _ uncertain 
manner. 

He appealed in his column on 
behalf of a spastic girl for 
information about where to get 
patterns to enable her to knit 
socks on two needles. 

There were 30 phone calls the 
same evening... 


*K * * : 

1 eee PINTS of beer... 

That, I am told, was the 
delectable prize won by Mrs. 
I. Richardson, of Sheffield in 
a limerick competition organ- 
ised by the local Spastic 
League Club. : 

But she has a job of work to 
do first, and a bit of a wait, 
too. For the 40 pints came 
in the form of a beer-making 
OUTS a. 


* *k ok 

HE PRESENTATION of a 
£500 cheque marked the 
latest instalment in the Tony 
Ellis saga. Remember? He 
had £20 stolen while running 

a bingo game for spastics. 
The cheque represented money 
collected by Mr, Ellis at ses- 


Patricia Neal: ‘I will never do 
any stage work again, because I 
don’t think I’m safe on the 
stage.” 


since my illness, although I 
have taught someone else how 
to.” 


“And your plans for the 
future?” 


“T don’t have any. I read 
lots of scripts and eventually I 
shall find one I want to play. 
I will never do any stage work 
again because I don’t think I’m 
safe on the stage.” 


In the meantime, in their 
delightful country home, Roald 
Dahl and his wife Patricia bring 
up their four children—one of 
their children died when she 
had measles. 

She is an attractive, sensitive 
woman who has a magnificent 
husband prepared to take all 
the responsibilities she cannot 
shoulder despite his own, 
intensive work. 

And so when I said: “Who 
helped you most in your ill- 
ness?” the reply was inevitable. 

“My husband. He is an amaz- 
ing man, But others helped, 
too. My teacher and all sorts 
of people. Even my two nurses 
came over from California and 
worked in hospitals for brain 
damaged people and spent six 
months with me in their free 
time, just to give me con- 
fidence.” 

To take up the role of 
mother, wife, housewife and 
actress within four years of 
such an appalling disaster is no 
doubt why the President of the 
United States commended Pat- 
ricia Neal on her achievements. 

She is truly a remarkable 
woman. 


BITS AND 


PIECES 
hy The Collector 


sions which he organises in 
Tiverton. It was received by 
Mr. C. Vranch, Chairman of 
the Exeter and Torbay 
Spastics Society. 

Mr. Ellis, who is himself a 
spastic, has raised £1,500 
from bingo sessions in just 
over two years and in recog- 
nition of his work a room at 
the new Exeter centre has 
been named after him. 


_— 


have just received the latest 
copy of a news-sheet put out by 
a French organisation for the 
handicapped. The _ translated 
version of the report of an 
annual general meeting sol- 
emnly announces that “the 
annual account, as proposed by 
the auditors, was unanimously 
accepted and the treasurer 
exonerated .;.” 


*K * * 
LAURENCE TURBAYNE, aged 
26, of Ponds Home, is writing 
his autobiography. 
Mr. Turbayne is interested in 
. the theatre and has already 
written one full-length play 


and several shorter plays. i 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Segregation — it isn't 


always 
colour 


YJ.HE = Spastics Society, 
together with many 
doctors and nurses, wages 
relentless war on bad con- 
ditions in hospitals for the 
mentally handicapped. 


There have been enormous 
changes and improvements in 
ere of these hospitals in the 
ast 20 years but it is more 
pertinent to inquire how they 
compare with the best stan- 
dards of today rather than the 
worst of 20 years ago. 


Opposition 


Unfortunately, hospitals for 
the mentally handicapped can 
only be as good as the commu- 
nity allows them to be. If the 
community exercises intellectu- 
al discrimination and an “intel- 
ligence bar,” and ignorantly 
and arrogantly assumes that 
nothing can be done for the 
mentally retarded other than 
hiding them out of sight and 
out of mind for “permanent 
care” in” “institutions,” and 
some parents and local authori- 
te still use these terms, then 
there is little chance of improv- 
ing the hospitals. 


In practice the hospitals 
have often led the way. Open 
doors in hospitals, now regard- 


ed as one of the hallmarks of a 
good hospital, were at first fier- 
cely resisted by members of 
the public who often know 
little and care less about men- 
tal handicap, 

Proposals to establish pre- 
mises for mentally handi- 
capped people in a locality have 
not infrequently been met with 
opposition. As with immi- 
grants, integration of mentally 
handicapped persons into the 
community is favoured by 
people as long as they do not 
come next door. 

Hospitals for the mentally 
handicapped have a double 
task today. They have to treat 
and train patients but they 
have also to educate the public 
about their aims and their pa- 
tients and correct the miscon- 
ceptions which are propogated 
about them. 

To do this work they need 
the support and interest of all 


those who are concerned 
about the mentally handi- 
capped. 


D. A. SPENCER, 
M.B., Ch.B., D.P.M., M.R.S.H. 
a: Medical Director. 
Stansfield View Hospital, 
Todmorden, Lancs. 


You are 
invited 


N BEHALF of the 62 Club 

(London) may I wish 

our many friends a Happy New 

Year, and inform them that the 

Club is organising many excit- 
ing new events. 

Our programme for Febru- 


So work it out, 


don’t walk it 


SPONSORED walks are becoming a popular way of 

raising money for charity. While appreciating the 
praiseworthy motives behind the organisation of such 
events, I feel that they are a waste of energy which could 
be channelled into more useful fields. 


Welslips are 
a must for all 
wearers of 
rubber boots 


WELSLIPS 


WORN INSIDE 
WELLINGTONS 


The only complete answer to 
the rubber boot problem 


Welslips are being manufactured 
in the Spastics Workshop under 
the direction of the Wellington 
Slipper Co. Ltd., by whom they 
were previously made. 


Always wear Welslips inside your 


Wellingtons to keep your feet 
dry and healthy 


All Leather, Adults 10/6 


Childs* 7/11 
Sheepskin, Adults 15/11 
Childs: 12/11 


*Child sizes 10, 12, 1, 2, 3 only 
P. & P. 1 Pr. 9d., 2 Prs. I/-, 3 Prs. 1/6d. 
4 Prs, Post Free. 


% Please state your SHOE size 
not your Wellington size 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


(WELSLIPS DEPT, F.1.) 


DRUMMOND, FEERING, ESSEX 


The amount of money raised 
depends entirely on the good- 
will of individual sponsors. 
Why shouldn’t these sponsors 
have some practical return for 
their money? 

I am sure that many older 
people would be willing to pay 
generously for such services as 
lawn - mowing, car - washing, 
hedge-cutting or snow-clear- 
ance, especially in areas where 
it is difficult to get these jobs 
done professionally. 

I suggest that young people 
who wish to raise money for 
charity should work off their 
surplus energy by organising 
events on the lines of the 
Scouts’ “Bob-aJob Weeks.” 
Then their sponsors would get 
some value for money even if 
they agreed to pay double the 
standard rate for the job. 

Most important, voluntary or- 
ganisations such as The Spas- 
tics Society would continue to 
benefit from the general good- 
will. 

QUID PRO QUO 


Name and address supplied. 


Trading 


stamps 


The editor regrets that he is 
unable to publish letters asking 
for trading stamps unless they 
are intended for conversion to 
the benefit of spastics. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 
Spastics News, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London, W.1, should be 
as concise as possible to avoid 
undue delay in _ publication. 
Please print name and address 
clearly. Ten shillings and. six- 
pence is paid for each pub- 
lished letter from a spastic. 


ary will be a discotheque on 
the 8th and Tramp’s Supper on 
the 22nd, the meetings com- 
mencing at 7 p.m. and finishing 
at 10.30 at 12 Park Crescent, 
London, W.1. 

We do hope that anyone who 
would like to come to our 
meetings will not hesitate. 
Able-bodied and handicapped 
are welcome. 

VIVIEN L. POTTER 
21 The Meadway, 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex, 


Help, with 
specs 


S we seem to be in the 
same boat pulling on 
separate oars, yet going in the 
same _ direction of helping 
others, may I ask your readers 
for their unwanted spectacles? 
They are needed for the 
work of the United Christian 
Services Mission. All spectacles 
are refurbished, and matched 


Saved 


E had to wait another 
three weeks before 
the weather was anything 
like good enough. Eventu- 
ally, on a very misty morn- 
ing, we found ourselves 
afloat in Dover harbour 
awaiting our escort motor 
boat with Mr. R. D. Cart- 
wright of the Spastics 
Society aboard. 

On the beach, waving like 
mad, were Bill Hargreaves and 
a Press Officer from Remploy. 
We got outside the harbour — 
at last we were in the Channel 
— and then we just sat. No 
wind. 

“Well, there’s only one thing 
to do,” said Roger, ‘and that’s 
whistle.” He overdid it- again 
and the gulls began to put 
boots on. 

We passed the Varne Light- 
ship in mid-Channel and a 
number of French and Dutch 
fishing boats, also a number of 
wrecks along the French coast 
— a grim reminder of wartime. 


A little wrong 


By this time, the wind was 
getting quite strong but was 
from the wrong quarter and we 
could not get up much speed. 
But we entered Calais Harbour 
in fine style and moored at the 
end of the docks in front of 
some small cafes. 

After a strong cup of French 
coffee and a bit of rest, we 
climbed aboard for the return 
trip. It was then things began 
to go a little wrong. 

About two miles outside 
Calais, we had our first sight of 
the Kent coast, “Are we on 
course?” I asked Roger. 

He checked the compass and 
the chart and then said that all 
we had to do was to keep our 
bows in line with three radar 
masts which we could see faint- 
ly in the distance. 


Sinister shape 


One thing about sailing is 
that the wind just never seems 
to be blowing the way you 
want it to, and we found that 
if we wanted to keep up our 
speed we had to steer slightly 
off-course. 

Halfway across it started to 
rain and we lost sight of the 
radar masts. At this point we 
suddenly saw the long, low, 
Sinister shape of a submarine 
appear out of the rain about a 
mile in front of us. She slowly 
passed across our bows and 
vanished into the dis- 
tance.Painted all black and 
with no flags flying she seemed 
to embody all that is evil in 
war. 


to prescriptions sent from 
abroad by hospitals and medi- 
cal missions, But we ended the 
year with 1,000 prescriptions 
outstanding, due mainly to the 
rising cost of transport. 

Please send spectacles to me. 
The service abroad is free to 
the poor. 
ALBERT BAILEY. 
“Winstock”’, 

Marrow Brook Lane, 
W. Farnborough, 
Hants. 


The first 


time 
I 
HANK YOU very much for 
“Spastics News.” I read it 
from cover to cover and found 
the articles both interesting 
and informative. 

By providing a link between 
one spastic and another 
through the articles written by 
your spastic readers and by 
making people like me appre- 
ciate how much hard work is 
going on all the time in sup- 
port of spastics, your paper 
does a good job. 

CAROLINE CAYZER 
Bristol. 

Miss Cayzer, who is a district 
midwife working in Gloucester- 
shire, enclosed a donation with 
her letter.—Editor. 


from the Goodwin Sands — 
LOG OF A LARK 


As we closed the Kent coast 
the weather was getting nasty. 
All at once, the crew of our 
escort boat seemed to go a bit 
queer. First they came up on 
our port side and yelled at us, 
then on our starboard, doing 
the same thing. 

- “What the heck are they on 
about?” asked Roger, “I think 
they said something about 
going the wrong way,” I said. 
“They want us to go over that 
way.” 


What sands ? 


“We can’t. Wind’s wrong,” 
said Rodger. “I know,” I said, 
“Let’s wait for a bit and see 
what happens.” 

We sailed on for a few 
minutes. Our escort closed us 
again and this time we caught 
something about “sands” and 
“tide”. 

Roger and I looked at each 
other. Sands? What sands? 

“Only one thing to do,” said 
Roger. “Heave to, and let's 
find out what it’s all about.” 

We found that we had under- 
estimated the strength of the 
tide and that we were nearing 
the Goodwin Sands — that 
graveyard of ships. 


omical “‘stocking cook.” 


Collect your 17, 25 or 33 multi-coloured odd 
stockings, put them in a small bowl with just 
enough water to cover them and bring to the 
boil, stirring gently with a wooden spoon. 

With a little time and persistence their dye 
runs and they all turn the same colour. The 
stockings you bought in a hurry, or were given 
for Christmas, which are too dark or too orange, 
can be treated like this as well. 


Of the ‘‘stay up” stockings—the sort with 
built-in garters—I haven't heard any good re- 
ports. Slim ladies say they felt precarious (two 
said forthrightly that they fell down), and more 
substantial ladies said they were cut to ribbons 


by the elastic. 


FEBRUARY, 1969 


SERVICES ... 


THE FIRST award for services to The Spastics Society appeals 
department was presented recently to the Duke of Rutland 
by the Chairman of the Society, Mr. W. A. Burn (right, above) 

After the ceremony, which took place at Park Crescent, the duke 
visited the Society’s assessment centre at Fitzroy Square. 

The duke is a vice-president of the Society and President of the 
Nottingham and District “Friends of Spastics” group. 


By this time it was beginning 
to get dark, and so Roger and 
I decided that we had better 
accept a tow from the escort 
into Dover. We were very dis- 
appointed in having to make 
the harbour at the end of a 
tow-rope. But I think any 
yachtsman in the same situa- 
tion would have done the same 


’ thing. 


Mr. Hargreaves and Mari- 
anne were waiting for us on 


_ the beach at Dover, and when 


we had landed, Roger and Bill 
disappeared into the Yacht 
Club to get some help with the 
job of getting the “cat” up the 
beach: 

Marianne and I made our 
way to the top of the beach 
and were standing talking 
when a voice said: 
“Ere’ere,’ere! Wot’s going on 
‘ere then?” Looking round, we 
found a large police constable 
regarding us with a very suspi- 
cious look in his eye. 

“Where have you been, sir?” 
he said, looking me up and 
down. 

“France,” I said in a very 
small voice. 


“Oh, you have, have you?” he 
said disbelievingly. I had 


Ladies’ nether garments . . 


PART 
TWO 


London '62 Club 


‘visions of being deported as an 


illegal immigrant, but fortu- 
nately Roger and Bill, with 
a number of the club members, 
came down to the beach at this 
moment and all was soon 
cleared up. 


Like a light 
We then went to our hotel 
for a reception at which Bill 
Hargreaves filled me up with 
champagne. After that I took 
no more interest in anythinp, I 
went out like a light. 


So ended the first cross chan- 
nel sailing attempt by a couple 
of sailing enthusiasts who hap- 
pen to be spastics. 


Roger and I are very grate- 
ful to all those who helped to 
make this attempt possible, 
Some of those who love the sea 
and sail might be interested to 
learn that a number of other 
disabled are now showing an 
interest. 

As well as Remploy Ltd., and 
the Spastics Society, those 
whose help and facilities were 
given included Messrs. Prout 

Bros. Ltd. (Canvey Island); Jack 
Holt Ltd. The Chapman Sands 
Sailing Club, The Royal Cinque 
Ports Yacht Club, and the Royal 
Navy.—Editor. : 


(and other unmentionables ) 


Gy TOSKINGS versus tights? At this moment 
the answer depends on what length you 
ate wearing your mini and the weather. 

Tights are undoubtedly warmer, but a bit 
more expensive—the initial outlay is more and if 
you ladder one leg the pair has had it. Whereas 
if you ladder a stocking there is one good one 
left. And after you have gathered an accumu- 
lation of odd stockings you can have an econ- 


shaky handed who find the fastening of sus- 
penders a major difficulty, If your shape is other 
than average (a small frame set on vast pillars, 
for instance, or slim legs and a huge equator), 
it is worth buying in the more expensive range. 
The tailoring is better and you can put your 
tights on and forget them instead of hitching 
and twitching every few minutes. 

Tights are more of a handful to gather up be- 


fore you put them on and it works best if you 


put the awkward leg in first so that your good 
leg copes with the tricky manoeuvres later. 

If tights are not for you and suspenders are a 
problem, there are several suggestions in the 
booklet ‘‘Clothing, Fastenings for the Handi- 
capped and Disabled," published by the Central 
Council for the Disabled. 
penders which can be hooked or buttoned on to 


They include sus- 


the girdle after attaching them to stockings. 


surface, 


Undoubtedly, tights solve problems for the 


Final words: Keep some old Stockings to 
thread through the arms of sweaters and cardi- 
gans when pegging theln on the line to dry, No 
peg marks and they dry faster than on a flat 


fice See 


By PETER WEST 
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Fleet Street 
journalists 
join 

society 


; Two Fleet Street journalists 
have joined the information 
team at Park Crescent. They 
are Mrs. Sheila Jenner, who is 
the new Head of Information, 
and Mr. Michael Cook. 

Mrs. Jenner succeeds June 
Sampson, who is leaving after 
three years to start a family. 
Her successor has had a 
varied career in journalism 
and has worked on evening 
and daily newspapers and 
on national women’s maga- 
zines. She has also been a pub- 
licity officer for a major 
national company, and _ so 
knows the jobs of both seek- 
ing and supplying information 
in the field of journalism. 

Mr. Cook, who is 25 and who 


was born in Leicestershire, 
has been in journalism 
for nine years. He _ has 


worked with the Press Associ- 
ation in London, Australian 
Associated Press and _ the 
Melbourne newspaper Truth. 

Before joining The Spastics 
Society in December, he was 
working as a sub-editor with 
the Brighton Evening Argus. 
He will assist Mr. Jack 
Gowers, editor of Spastics 
News, and help publicise the 
work of the Society. 


e 
Assistant 
for Clubs 

Se he aa 

- Officer 
Mr. David Branch has joined 
the Society as Assistant Clubs 
Officer. Himself a spastic, he 

‘went to Rishworth School, near 

Halifax, where he developed a 
keen interest in the Scout 
movement. 
- When he went to the King’s 
School, Pontefract, he became 
Assistant Scoutmaster to the 
5th Pontefract Group while 
taking a further course in 
economics, economic geography 
and social studies. 

He also ran a village library 
for West Riding County Coun- 
cil. 

Mr. Branch later took the 
Central Training Council’s cer- 

- tificate course in residential 

child care and became house- 


father to a group of children 
in a Derby home. He also 


Swanley. 


SMOKEY, THEIR 
~NEW FRIEND” 


; There is a new four-legged 
A ee _ friend waiting now when young 
‘- .  spastics arrive for their weekly 
a, riding lesson at West Wolves 
' Farm, Ashington. 7 
He is Smokey, an eight-year- 
old pony given to Worthing, 
ae Littlehampton and District 
Spastics Society by the West 
Romane. Pony Club. 


ow 


ae Se 
— “eS ‘Southend’ s new 
; -*% Phy: 
: = ae 
4 Sees “officers 
mee ; ae -Recently-appointed officers of 
| Southend and District Spistics 
ae _) Society are as follows: air- 
ie man, Mrs. Jarvis, 56 Shétwood 
es ay, Southend; Acting Sec., 
% 5 te Irs. P. Winkley, 30 “Mount 
A enue, Westcliff; Chairman of 
lanagement Committe¢, Mr. S. 
ew oe 


ds i 


worked in a similar capacity at © 
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Boost for Jacques Hall's 


piggery 
population 


By PAT JONES, of the Ipswich ‘Evening Star’ 


(SHE Jacques Hall Spastics Centre has embarked on a 


new and somewhat unusual venture—pig farming. 
The residential centre for adults, near Manningtree, 
Essex, has decided to enter the business world, and has 
started its first pig breeding unit—already with some 


success. 


The second litter of 10 


piglets was born recently amid 
great rejoicing because the 


sow looked as if she was only 


going to drop six or seven! 


This brings the centre’s pig 
population up to 32, with an- 
other gilt about to produce. 


The idea to get into the pig 
trade did not actually come 
from the warden, Mr. John 
Mitura, but his is the drive 
behind it. 


“T have been at Jacques Hall 
for about a year,” he said, “‘and 
I decided the residents should 
have an interest and a job, and 
something that would bring 
them into contact with local 
people. 

“As we are situated right in 
the heart of the countryside, 
what better than farming? 

“We had some pigsties in the 
grounds so we built them up 
again—I was chief bricklayer— 
that’s why all the walls slope 
to the right. And we were 
soon in business.” 


THRIVING 


At the moment 21-year-old 
John Gillingham is the pig 
keeper—and very proud of his 
job he is too. 

John is deaf and dumb and 
communicates through sign 
language or. written instruc- 
tions. He feeds and cleans the 
pigs and was as pleased as a 
dog with two tails to see the 
new litter. 

“Tt is important for some- 
one like John to have a job of 
his own. It makes him feel 
needed and responsible,” Mr. 
Mitura told me. 

“The residents we have here 
would not be able to get a job 
in the outside world, so I feel 


Volunteers 
wanted 


The North-West London 
Spastics Society urgently needs 
volunteers with cars to provide 
transport for spastics who want 
to attend monthly social club 
meetings. 

Although the centre is in 
Paddington, members live as 
far away as Fulham, Hamp- 
stead, Shepherd’s. Bush and 
Camden Town. 

Car drivers should contact 
Mr. B. Marvin, 94 Elgin Cres- 
cent, W.11. 


_ HOLIDAY PLAN IS 
| HALF-WAY THERE 


re A FUND launched to give 20 spastics a free holiday in 
4 ‘Saltdean has already topped the half-way mark. 


Man behind the plan is the 
Rev. Derek Tansill, Vicar of St. 
Nicholas, Saltdean, who does 
not expect .any difficulty in 
reaching the £200 target. 

The response for helpers, 


' too, has been encouraging, but 


about 35 women and seven men 
are still needed; anyone willing 


‘to help should get in touch 


with Mr. Tansill. 

Says the Vicar: “I think it is 
about time the church did 
something locally, as we are 
always saving up for things 
away from us.” 


it is a good thing to find them 


one within the centre. 


“T hope to be able to expand 
with the piggery and really 
have a thriving business here. 
We have been helped a great 
deal by a very experienced 
local pig breeder, Sam Davies. 
He has been a brick, giving us 
invaluable advice. 


“That is another off-shoot of 
the pig farm; it has helped us 
find a bit of common ground so 
that we can meet local people 
on the same level with a shared 
interest.” 


-AND. RABBITS 
AS WELL 


ANOTHER BIT of agricultural “experimenting” 


going on 


at the centre is an excursion into rabbit breeding. 
Mr. Mitura said that he was breeding the rabbits for food. 
“We will sell them when we have built up a good stock. 
There is a very good market for table rabbits at the 


moment; 


they fetch about 4s. a pound. 


I must say, 


though, that we wouldn’t dare put rabbits on the menu 
here, the residents would be up in arms.” 


THUMPER IS FAVOURITE 


The rabbit section is under the control of Rene Franklyn 


(41), helped by Charles Daniels and David Curtis. 


They 


feed and clean the rabbits every day. Thumper, a most 


beautiful buck, is the favourite. 


He is very tame and 


obviously used to plenty of attention from his two-legged 


attendants. 


CRYPTIC 


Across: 5. . and Prejudiced? 8 
A dupe gets mixed about a little 
bird, but shows ability. 9 The cus- 
tom of skinless sausages? 10 But it’s 
still just a drop in—the ocean in 
terms of space. 11 The country 
scene. 14 Look at—and what to do 
it with. 16 Prepare for the harves- 
ter, but lose a little quiet. 17 Quite 
rightly, one of the “salt of the 


dl 


eC 


Rates a good look. 24 
(anag.) 25 A 
ample. 
lurching gait. 
famed the world over, 
Down: 1 
Wrap the burglar took? 


double-ten, 
26 Stirs up teas 


—— — 


long cur 
for ex- 
with a 


27 Kind of artichoke 
Prohibit little Albert. 2 


3 Mixed 


nuts at a shilling. 4 Strange thing 
the toy did. 6 Echoes the engineer 
might make? 7 Promoted, after the 
climb to success, no doubt... 12 


A bazaar organised by the 
. Women’s Section of the Salisbury 
and District branch of the Dun- 
kirk Veterans’ Association in 
their clubroom at Amesbury, 
Wiltshire, raised funds to provide 
this year’s annual Christmas 
party for local spastics. Pictured 
at the bazaar are children who 
found the lucky dip an irresistible 
draw. 

The clubroom of the Dunkirk 
Veterans was the scene of the 
party, given by the branch on 
the Saturday before.Christmas, to 
children of the Handicapped 
Unit at Odstock Hospital, Salis- 
bury. 

(Photo by courtesy of 
_ Austin Underwood) . 


Zip goes £100 


Employees of Lightning Fas- 


teners Ltd., have raised £100 
for the Midlands _ Spastic 
Association. . 


In this 


SPAS TIC: 


Send coupon to: 
12, Park Crescent, London, W.1, to arrive not | 
later than first post on the 12th of this month. 
Solutions and prizewinners next month. 


LONDON 
ACADEMY 
HONOURS 

FOR 
JANET 


ANET EVANS, the hon- 

orary secretary of the 
Southend ’62 Club, took 
the London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art 
Silver Medal Examination 
in Drama—and_ passed 
with honours. 

Janet gained 130 marks out 
of a maximum of 150. Honours 
is a mark which is seldom 
awarded for medals, and this 
result is especially. pleasing 
because Janet did not ask for 
any special allowance. 

For this examination, she did 
an excerpt from “Romeo and 
Juliet” and a poem, as well as 
answering questions on the 
theory of elocution and on 
Shakespeare. 

Janet already has the Acade- 
my’s Silver Medal for public 
speaking, and is on the Soci- 
ety’s register of speakers, both 
nationally and locally. 


The new (ten 
shilling) 


note 


The North Staffordshire 
Spastic Association’s 17th 
Christmas party was attended 
by more than 150 children and 
parents. 

On this occasion Santa Claus 
broke with tradition by presen- 
ting each spastic with a brand 
new 10/- note instead of the 
usual toy. 

Among the many visitors was 
Miss Celia Prophett, who 
presented Mrs. Elsie Ashley, 
(President of the Association’s 
£2,000 Appeal Committee) with 
a cheque for £130. 


monthly competition, you 


choose whether to go for the harder “cryptic” 
square for two guineas, or the easy puzzle | 
one guinea. Prizes in each case go to the senders 
of the first correct solutions opened. And there 
is a bonus—if you are a spastic, a further 

' 10s. 6d. will be added to your prize, regardless 
of which clues you have answered. 


Editor, “Spastics News,” 


Seooocecseeososcesoesoesesessecese | - 


? YES/NO 


| 
eS 


This =e clues 


earth.” 18 Obtained from. ingots. 20 


... but not up this sort of obstacle. 
13 Odd that this meat should seem 
to go begging (two words). 14 
Work unit. 15 What to do with 13. 
19 I, Bogle, will do it gladly. 21 
Irritating little creatures. 22 You 

need to hum for it. 23 Bring ins 
fluence to bear, like 


papers. 
EASY 


Across: 5 Manufacturer, 8 Des- 


the news-. 


i 


serts. 9 Meat portion. 10 Coolin 
liquid. 11 Perfect. 14 Strange. 1 
Succeed (two words). 17 No longer 
knotted. 18 Female deer. 20 Wool- 
bearers. 24 Beginning. 25 Heaves. 
26 Place SSA ES 27 mes 


10 SPASTICS NEWS 


S Pinbursh Award 


FEBRUARY, 1969 _ 


HOUSE 


~ PICTOR © 


_ Massacre 


follows 
hold-up 


Ten members of the Spyder 
Committee (formerly the Right- 
Now Committee) staged a hold- 
West End 
recently and raised £51 for 


up in London’s 


Society funds. 


Decked out in Bonnie and 
Ciyde outfits and armed with 
toy machine guns, the “crooks” 
roamed the area in an old black 


Bentley. 


The 1li-hour hold-up ended 
with a tour of cinema queues 
in Piccadilly and _ Leicester 


Square. 


On February 13, the com- 
mittee is holding a St. Valen- 
tine’s Eve Massacre at London’s 
raise 
funds for the Paddington Work 


Lyceum Ballroom to 


Centre. 


Heading the list of enter- 
tainers at the rave-up will be 
the pop group, The Love Affair. 
There will be accommodation 


for 2,000 dancers. 


Tickets (price 15s) may be 
bought from Hilary van Geest 
at 12 Park Crescent, London, 


W.1. 


Spastics’ 
was driven olf 


NEW 


Scheme — a 


look 


A “NEW LOOK” for the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme, in which many young spastics take part, was 


being discussed at a Press conference at which the Duke was — 


to take the chair at St. James’s Palace on February 4. 


Object of the new plans is 
to dispel from some people’s 
minds the scheme’s image as 
“square”, “hedged in by regu- 
lations” or likely to appeal 
only to “disciplined conform- 
ists.” 

The conference was to an- 
nounce new plans for the 
scheme in the 1970s and the 
“new look” intended to meet 
the needs and hopes of 
young people in the next 
decade. The scheme is now in 
its 13th year, and it was hoped 
that the fresh conditions, to be 
introduced on March 1, would 
ensure that its appeal was 
maintained in this time of 
change. 


Broad programme 


The main objectives remain 
basically the same. In the 
Duke’s own words: “The 
scheme is designed as an intro- 
duction to leisure-time activi- 


minibus 


HANDICAPPED children at Wolverhampton had to miss 
their lessons in a special school in Waterloo Road 
because someone drove off the mini-bus used to take them 


there. 

The bus is well-known for its 
purpose because of its distinc- 
tive colour. 

Many of -the’ children’s 
mothers were worried about 
the problem of transport after 
they heard about the missing 
bus. But the firm who own it, 
Harman’s Motor Services Ltd., 
hired another one to get the 
children to school. 

And a week later, the mis- 
sing bus was found. It is 
understood that the police have 
the matter in hand. 


THIRD TIME 
LUCKY... 


In the January issue, ‘Spas- 
tics News’ reported that Miss 
Jennifer Scott had successfully 
appealed against the revoking 


of her provisional driving 
licence. 
Now Miss Scott, a lightly- 


handicapped spastic, has passed 
her driving test at the third 
attempt. 

This means she will be able 
to drive daily in her new 
Morris Minor car from her 
home in Colchester to the 
Brightlingsea school where she 
teaches 


Spinsters’ ball 
brings Preston 
over £150 


An idea for a Spinsters’ Ball 
brought in over £150 for the 
Preston and District Spastics 
Group. 

It was Mrs. Pamela Beaumont 
of Broughton who thought of 
the scheme. Nineteen hos- 
tesses, all spinsters over the 
age of 18, each invited 16 
guests. One of them, Miss 
Dorothy Bradshaw, was chosen 
as “the Flower of the Ball” 
and won a four-day holiday in 
Amsterdam. 


@ 69500 


Mr. F. W. Bellman, 


Warden, 


receives a £70 cheque for the 
Daresbury Hall swimming pool 
fund from 12-year-old fill 


Whittaker, youngest participant 
in a recent sponsored walk in 
which 30 took part. 
(Photo by courtesy of the 

Warrington Guardian) . 


Flower power 


The Stars Organisation for 
Spastics and Harperbury Hos- 
pital are to share the proceeds 
from floral art demonstrations 
given by Harrow and District 
Flower Group. Both organisa- 
tions are to receive £82. 


ties, a challenge to the indivi- 
‘dual to personal achievement, 


and as a guide to those people | 


and organisations who are con- 
cerned about the development 
of our future citizens.” 

A statement from the office 
of the Award Scheme said: 
“During the years in which the 
scheme has been in operation 
it has been found that the 
general public has been under 
certain misapprehensions as to 
its aims and objects, seeing it 
chiefly as a vehicle for physical 
challenge and endeavour, in- 
stead of the broad programme 
it offers for all tastes and 
abilities, not forgetting the 
large element of voluntary ser- 
vice to the community which is 
so integral a part of the 
scheme.” : 


Simplification 


In planning the new condi- 
tions, the opportunity had also 
been taken to simplify the re- 
gulations, in the hope that the 
“new look” would attract more 
young participants and also 
make easier and more reward- 
ing the essential part played by 
adults. 

Gold Award holders who 
have left their registered ad- 
dresses may apply for a free 
copy of a special issue of 
“Gauntlet”, the award maga- 
zine to: The Award Office, 2 
Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. 


The crew of the liner, Andes, 
have given a stereo radio and 
record player and a cheque for 
£30 2s. 6d. to Southampton’s 
spastics. 


The happy children at the new 
Spastics Centre watched (above) 
as Mr. R. Poingdestre, who or- 
ganised the crew fund-raising, 
presented the gifts to Mr. C. F. 


Wyatt, secretary of the South- 
ampton and _ District Spastics 
Association. 


— Photo by courtesy of 
Southern Evening Echo). 


No holiday 
hang-over 
for them 


While thousands of Britain’s 
workers took time off un- 
officially to get over their New 
Year hang-over, Birmingham’s 
spastics went back to work on 
the dot to help the export 
drive. 


Said Mr. R. G. Miller, gen- 
eral manager of Meadway 
Works, the Spastics Society’s 
light engineering firm: “We 
had a one hundred per cent 
turnout and I was proud of all 
my workers—particularly in 
view of the shocking waste of 
man-hours in various.parts of 
the country.” 


The 79 spastics who work 
there enjoyed their New Year 
celebrations, like most people. 
But at 9 a.m. the next morning 
they were busy working on the 
factory’s biggest export order 
for wheelchairs. (See page 
four). 


Kind people 

Over £1,600 was raised for 
spastics in a Christmas appeal 
launched by ‘The People” 
newspaper. The money is being 
used to provide specially 
adapted electric typewriters 
for spastic children at Mel- 
dreth Training Centre. 


SCHOOLBOY STEPPED IN WHEN 
SANTA FAILED TO ARRIVE 


Schoolboy Michael Cowlishaw stepped into the breach when the 
expected Father Christmas failed to turn up at a spastics party 


at Bath. 


One hundred and thirty people, spastic children and their families 


from West Wiltshire, 


Somerset and South Gloucestershire 


attended Bath and District Spastic Society’s Christmas party in 


the Welfare Centre. 


Entertainment was provided by young pop singer and guitarist, 


Glynn Brockensha. 


Spastics received gifts from the schoolboy Father Christmas, and 
their brothers and sisters all got sweets later. There was tea 


and a shower of balloons. 


The Red Cross and other motorists helped with transport, and 
the city welfare department gave the use of the premises. 
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“FINHIS is our most unusual 
job yet,” said Mr. J. 
Parkinson, manager of the 
Society’s new industrial 
training centre at Lancaster. 
His comment was on the an- 
nouncement of a new con- 
tract for the centre — to 
supply 1,000 pairs of feet for 
toy parrots... A standing 
order, one might call it. 


The directors of the Chrysan- 
themum Chinese Restaurant, 
Southend, gave the entire 
£208 profits from their open- 
ing night to the Southend 
and District Spastics Society. 
The cheque was presented 
by Coun. Mrs. B. Scholfield, 
who opened the restaurant. 


The Soroptimist Club of Leeds 
has bought new equipment 
for the local spastics work 
centre, and goods handling 
has now improved by 50 per 
eent, according to Works 
Manager, Mr. Brian Shaw. 


Croydon and District Spastics 
Society appealed against a 
rating assessment which was 
made on their work centre, 
and the case was settled out 
of court by consent. 


Mr. and Mrs. Alec Luxton run 
a private museum at Vogna- 
cott, Cornwall, and for the 
past three years have sent 
the proceeds of their collect- 
ing box to Trengweath, the 
Plymouth Spastics Centre. 

This year’s contribution was 
£37 10s. 11d., bringing the 
total to £76 13s. 9d. 


The Mayor and Mayoress of 
Southport, Councillor and 
Mrs. Gordon Taylor, paid a 
visit to Ellerslie Court Holi- 
day Home over Christmas, 
and spent some time chatting 
to spastic guests. 


A Christmas draw arranged by 
the Amersham and District 
Friends of Ponds, raised £180 
for the centre. Prizes were 
donated by local _ shop- 
keepers 


The Lord Mayor of Plymouth, 
Alderman Ivor Lowe, was the 
“first foot” at a New Year 
charity ball in aid of Clive- 
den Centre for Spastics and 
the Trengweath centre. 


Carol singers from the Simon 
Langton School for Girls, 


Canterbury, raised £10 3s. 7d. 


for the Canterbury and East 
Kent Coast Spastics Society. 


The proceeds of a balloon race 
held during Haverfordwest 
Festival Week amounted to 
£100. This was divided be- 
tween Pembrokeshire Spas- 
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GET 
REVUE 
CASH 


Twelve-year-old Derek Garner 
and his sister Julie organised 
a revue in aid of spastics 
recently, and staged it in 
Derek’s bedroom. 


Derek and Julie, who live in 
Sale, Cheshire, directed, per- 
formed and stage-managed the 
entire show by themselves. 
Some items on the programme 
were written by Derek, who 
also played the horn, and both 
children sang solos. 


Tickets cost 1/- for adults 
and 6d. for children, and £2 6s. 
was raised at one performance. 


The money was handed to 
Mrs. Lil Stockdale, chairman 
of Sale, Altrincham and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society, for the 
funds of Pictor House, the local 
spastics centre. 


is 


tics Society and the local 
Darby and Joan Club. 


Wimborne shopkeepers and. 
_ customers of the White Hart 
Inn combined to raise £111 
for The Spastics Society with 
a competition and penny- 
pile. 


Bingo session at Worstead, 
Norfolk, raised over £18 for 
Meldreth Training School. 


A fair at Kendal organised by 


the Cumberland, Westmor- 


land and Furness Spastics 
Society raised over £488. 


Mr. P. Wood, of Milnthorpe, 
has been appointed county 
secretary of the Cumberland, 
Westmorland and Furness 
Spastics Society. 


With money collected by carol 
singing organised by seven- 
year-old Janice Potts, whose 

_ sister, Claire, attends the 
Percy Hedley Centre for 
Spastics, Neweastle, a record — 
player has been provided for 
use there. The cash took 
Janice and her friends 12 
nights of singing to collect. 


A bazaar held at Greenford 
raised £489 towards the new 
Central Middlesex Spastics 
work centre to be built at 
Northwood Hills. 


Lots and lots 
and lots and 


lots of choes 


N IMPRESSIVE gift ar- 

rived at Hawksworth 
Hall, The Spasties Society’s 
assessment centre in York- 
shire, on Christmas Day. 

Said the Headmaster, Mr. 
J. D. Johnson: “The lady 
arrived and informed me 
that she had a hox of choe- 
olates for the children—and 
added that she could not 
lift it out of the car... 

“No wonder — the box 
weighed 28 pounds! The 
donor, a business man 
wishes for no publicity or 
acknowledgement, so we are 
no wiser. 

“Can anyone top 28 
pounds of chocolates at 
Christmas-time?” 

Mz. Johnson also said 
Hawksworth Hall had _ re- 
cently received gifts of £100 
from the York Group and 
£500 from the Huddersfield 
Group, for which they were 
greatly indebted. 
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FAREWELL 


TO ABERFAN 


Miss Audrey Davey, who for 


the past two years has been 
working as a social worker 
with families in stricken 
Aberfan, has rejoined The 
Spastics Society and is work- 
ing as regional social worker 
in Glamorgan, Carmarthen, 
Cardigan and Pembrokeshire. 


A special request was made to 
the Society soon after the 
Aberfan disaster for Miss 
Davey’s services. The Society 
agreed that she should be 


given leave of absence— 


originally for 12 months. 


But after the first year it was 
obvious that she was needed 
to carry on the work and she 
was not able to rejoin the 
Society until last December. 


Miss Davey is based at 2 
Saunders Road, Cardiff. 


The Animals| 


of 


A REUNION unprecedented in the history of pop music. 

That’s how the pop pundits described a concert at New- 
castle City Hall which featured the disbanded members of 
The Animals group—Alan Price, Eric Burdon, Charles 
Chandler, Hilton Valentine and John Steele. 


Latter-day 


Robin Hood 


LATTER-DAY Robin Hood 
came up before Salisbury 
Magistrates’ Court recently. 
Michael] Smith, aged 21, 
musician, pleaded guilty to 
stealing £15 from a colleague, 
but told police that he had put 
most of the money into a Spas- 
tics Society collecting box. 
In a statement, he said: “I 
don’t know what made me take 
it. 


Stamps needed for minibus 


Durham County  Spastics 
Society urgently need books of 
Green Shield stamps in order 
to provide a 12-seater mini- 
bus for the group. 

Reader. are asked to send 


The Superb NEWTON 


stamps or books of stamps to 
the secretary, Mr. W. Geddes, 
Cross House, Pelton, Chester- 
le-Street, Co. Durham. 

Nearly 1,050 books of stamps 
are needed for the minibus. 


Wheelchair 


the lightest wheelchair made 


The concert was held in aid 
of the Percy: Hedley Centre for 
Spastics at Forest Hall, New- 
castle, and the local muscular 
dystrophy group. 

The centre will receive some- 
thing like £1,000 for its 1969 
appeal because of it. 

The Animals, who topped the 
charts in 1964 but disbanded 
two years later, came together 
especially for the concert, All 
members of the group hail from 
Teeside. 

Eric Burdon travelled all the 
way from Los Angeles specially 
for the show. The group gave 
two performances and during 
the last one, hundreds of teen- 
agers swamped the stage, pro- 
longing the finale by half an 
hour, 


£700 NIGHT 


An over-night walk on behalf 
of South Wales Association for 
the Welfare of Spastics is ex- 
pected to bring in over £700. 
About 300 took part. 


Experimenting with water. 


AIDS AND APPLIANCES 


AT MELDRETH Training 
School, playing with water is 
a part of a child’s education. 
Notice the funnel and the 
length of plastic tube that 
can be fitted on to it. Also 
notice a simple scoop cut out 
of a plastic “squeeze” deter- 
gent bottle and a small plastic 
watering can. 


Exclusive patented 


NEWTON features 


Instantly detachable padded armrests 
featuring a press button 


autolock 


Instantly detachable driving 
wheels automatically and 
positively locked 


Detachable footrests shaped to fit the 
foot. Adjustable for height 


Nylon bearings needing no 


maintenance. 


100% guarantee against defective 
material or workmanship 


mM 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Meadway Works 
Garretts Green Lane 


Birmingham 33 
Telephone 921-783 6083 


NICHOLAS ELWES 
Appliance Officer 


There are many toys such as 
the one (below) from Meld- 
reth to encourage hand and 
eye co-ordination, designed 
by Mrs. and made by Mr. 
Harding. 


Paul and Marjorie Abbatt, 94 
Wimpole Street, W.1 market 
a range of toys specially 
designed for the handicapped 
by Dr. Morgenstone, who 

wrote “Practical Training 

for the Severely Handi- 


Learning to use her hands. 


which 
shows how to use these toys 
and is sold by The Spastics 
Society’s Publications Depart- 
ment at 21s. 

These toys include five beads 


capped Child,” 


on frames at 25/- each 
approximately, three thread- 
ing toys at 17/6 each, a waist- 
coat type of jacket with five 
big buttons at 68/6 and a 
trouser training aid at 52/6. 
There is also a simple pegged 
board at 45/9 and 76/6 with a 
choice of shaped bricks peg- 
ged to build into stable con- 
structions. 

These pegged bricks cost 5/- 
for three. 


Employment News 


Recent news includes the fol- 
lowing items:— 

ROY BEANEY from Tun- 
bridge Wells who trained at 
Sherrards is doing assembly 
work for Harris Engineering. 

HILARY BUNSTON from 
Neath is employed on Addres- 
sograph work for Messrs. 
Thomas & Thomas of Swansea. 


JOHN CHAPMAN from Not- 
tingham who trained at Sher- 
rards is working locally as a 
capstan operator for the Bell 
Fruit Machine Co. Ltd. 


BARRY FOSTER from Roch- 
dale who trained at Lancaster 
has commenced work locally as 
a trainee solderer for Rediff- 
usion Ltd. 

SHARON HEYS from 
Padiham, nr. Burnley is doing 
inspection and packing work 
for a local manufacturer of 
children’s garments. 

ALFRED HOLLICKS from 
Brighton who trained at Sher- 
rards is working for Brighton 
Engineering Ltd. at Portslade. 


WARREN SPENCER JONES 
from Dursley is employed by 
Regional Pools Promotions in 
Bristol. 


MARK KARASINKI from 
Acton .is working locally as a 
clerk for C.A.V. Ltd. 


URSULA LEES from Tun- 


’ bridge Wells has a new job and 


is doing filing work for a local 
firm. 


GLYN MOREY from Land- 
port who trained at Sherrards 
is employed as a machine oper- 
ator by Power Brakes Ltd. in 
Portsmouth. 


BERNARD PESTICCIO from 
Splott, Cardiff, is working as a 
general hand for City Commer- 
cial (Cardiff) Ltd. 

DIANA PETERS from Trow- 
bridge is now employed by 
Remploy at Southmead. 

VIVIEN SIMONS from Wat- 
ford who trained at Sherrards 
is doing assembly work for S. 
G. Brown Ltd. 

MARILYN WESTON from 
Folkestone, who trained at 
Sherrards, is doing assembly 
work for a local firm. 

ANNE WHITE from South 
Ockendon who trained at Sher- 
rards is employed locally by 
Avel Products. Her work con- 
sists of soldering and assem- 


bling small electronic., coms,,. , 


ponents. 
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Try a “small ad” in Spastics News 
if you want to buy or sell, and 
get the benefit of its national 
circulation, Remember—over 
200,000 people read this news- 
paper, and for a very modest 
outlay, results are as near certain 
as they can be. 

The rates for private advertise- 
ments in the “small ads” column 
are only 2/6 per line, with a 
minimum of three lines, allowing 
five words per line. Cheques, 
postal orders or money orders 
should be made out to The 
Spastics Society. (Trade rates 

on application). 


For Sale 

YOUNG MAN wishes to sell 
Morris Mini (1963). In excel- 
lent condition. Full Resseco 
conversion (Surf Blue & 
White), £275 o.n.o. Apply Mr. 
A. B. Lees, “Greenways”, Crick, 


Nr. Rugby, Warwicks. (phone 
Crick 376 after 5 p.m.). 
SPECIAL for parents: “Hand- 


ling the Young Cerebral 
Palsied Child at Home,” by 
Nancie R. Finnie, M.C.S.P. 
An _ invaluable handbook. 
From _ Heinemann, 18s. 
“Assessment of the Cere- 
brally Palsied Child for Edu- 
cation”, edited by James 
Loring, From Spastics Society 
Publications Department, 15s. 
BENCRAFT self - propelling 
wheelchair, Good condition, 
1962 model, £15 or nearest 
offer. Mrs. Till, 16 Fitzroy 
Square, London, W.1. 


Personal 


DANCE: Come to the Valen- 
tine’s Eve Dance at the 
Lyceum, Aldwych, and help 
the Society’s Westminster 
Appeal. Top group and big 
bands. Tickets 15/- each from 
Hilary Van Geest, 12 Park 
Crescent, W.1. 


Accommodation 


GROVE HOUSE, 48 Ash Grove, 
Morley Street, Bradford, 7. 
Residential Home for female 
adult spastics. Enquiries wel- 
come. 


Pen Pals 


YOUNG MALE spastic, aged 
21, would like to correspond 
with young lady between 17 
and 20 who enjoys walking 
and likes sports cars. — 
Anthony Goodfellow, 71 Mill 
End Road, Cherry Hinton 
Cambridge. 

I AM 15 years old and would 
like to write to a boy and 
to know more about his 
country. I am handicapped, 
too. Maria Rivas, 2707 Geary 
Terrace, Philadelphia, Penn. 
19145. 

BARBARA STAGG, aged 16, 
is confined to a wheelchair, 
much of the time at home. 
She would be delighted to 
hear from pen friends. She 
lives at 199 Southampton 
Street, Reading. 


TOP 


QUALITY 
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Games to go regional 
in 1970 


S? ENTHUSIASTIC has been the response to plans for a 

National Spastics Games meeting at Stoke Mandeville 
during Spastics Week, 1969 that it will in future be necessary 
to hold the Games on a regional basis, with area winners 
competing in the national event. 


This was revealed to 
“Spastics News” in an _ inter- 
view with the Technical 


Adviser for the Games, Mr. 
A. T. S. Edwards, who said that 
for the 1969 event, 293 entries 
had already been promised. 


“There has also been a good 
seatter, embracing the whole of 
the country, with the exception 
of Wales. We should certainly 
like to have some entries ous 
there.” 


Some doubts 


Mr. Edwards also said that 
there seemed to be a good pros- 
pect that the new stadium at 
Stoke Mandeville would be 
ready in time for the games to 
be held there. 


Although weight-lifting is 


£10,000 
sift puts 


spastics 
in swim 


Spastic children in Nottingham- 
shire will soon have their 
own heated swimming pool 
through the generosity of 
widowed Mrs. Elizabeth King. 

Mrs. King, a former Notting- 
ham restaurant owner, of The 
Rope Walk, Nottingham, has 
donated £10,000 so that a pool 
can be built at The Mount, 
The Spastic Society’s family 
help unit in Mapperley Road. 

She first became interested in 
the work of the Society when 
she learned that her house- 
keeper had a spastic son. 
Since then, she has helped the 
Society in a number of ways 
and for the last three years 
has organised boat trips on 
the River Trent for the child- 
ren at the unit. 

The Mount—the first project of 
its kind in Britain—provides 
short-term accommodation 
for spastic children between 
the ages of two and 16 during 
acute family crises, such as 
illness or divorce. It also 
provides day care for 10 
children. 

Mrs. H. E. Wolff, secretary of 
the Nottingham and District 


not being 


From 
page 1 


included in this 
year’s events, a display of the 
sport will be given by young 
spastics to show that it is pos- 
sible under proper supervision. 

“There are still doubts in the 
minds of some authorities as to 
whether or not spastics should 
take up weight-lifting, and we 
hope that the demonstration 
will dispel their fears,” he said. 

The weight-lifters are being 
trained at Ferring Rifers Youth 
Club, who would welcome 
people from the Bognor and 
Brighton areas to take part. 

A  dinner-dance is_ being 
arranged at Aylesbury on the 
night of the Games—Saturday, 
July 5—by Mrs. Monzani, of 
Amersham, 


Soccer date 
for Ponds 


Residents of Ponds Home, 
Seer Green, will give a demon- 
stration of wheelchair five-a- 
side soccer at the National 
Spastics Games at Stoke Mande- 
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of “Focus” whilst another sec- 
tion giving income and expend- 
iture figures is set out in such 
a way as to be _ seriously 
misleading. 

“Our very substantial medi- 
cal research expenditure is ig- 
nored, and it is said we spend 
only 13/10 of every pound we 
receive on direct services to 
spastics. The truth of the matter 
is that we spend 15/11 of each 
pound on direct services—an 
important difference. 

“A number of other figures 
have been crudely arranged 
under the misleading heading 
of ‘Publicity etc.,’ with the re- 
sult that the ludicrously high 
figure of £340,820 is quoted as 
our annual expenditure in this 
field. In fact, as the balance 
sheet clearly shows, we spend 
£95,529 a year on publications, 
films and information, and a 
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children, said the school’s G.P. 
had been trying to get the 
vaccine since December. 

The doctor was. only too 
willing to administer the vac- 
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very large proportion of this 
represents subsidies on special- 
ised literature and document- 
aries of direct service to the 
parents and teachers of handi- 
capped children.” 

Mr. Loring, himself a writer 
and former journalist, says it 
is with “extreme reluctance” 
that he feels bound to make a 


Charities—where the money 
‘goes 

This article appeared in Focus 
for January, and we would like to 
correct certain statements in it 
concerning the Spastics Society. 

It is not correct that the Society } 
inserts the selling line ‘printed by 


spastics’ in all its Christmas cards, 
whether or not they haye been printed - 


by handicapped people. Only the 
two million cards actually printed 
each year by spastics are so labelled. 
The remainder are inscribed, ‘pur- 
chased in aid of spastics’ and we 
withdraw any suggestion that the 
Society has misled the public in this 


The Focus retractien. 
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. CHARITY KNOCKERS 


public statement about the 
“Focus” article. 


“But when a magazine that is 
subsidised by public money sets 
out to attack a body which is 
saving the public purse many 
millions of pounds, we have a 
right to expect that the material 
it publishes had been compet- 
ently researched, thoroughly 
checked and fairly. presented, 
and to. protest most strongly 
when these three basics of res- 
ponsible journalism are 
flagrantly ignored.” 


YOU CAN 
BUILD UP 


The six young spastic members 
of Ferring Rifers Youth Club 
who have been taking part in 
the club’s regular weight-lift- 
ing sessions will be putting a 
little more into their efforts 
from now one, for they will be 
giving a demonstration at the 
national spastics games next 
July. 


Mr. S. Liversidge, club leader, 
is seen above putting one of 
the youngsters through his 
paces. Weight-lifting may be 
included in the games in 
future years. 


(Photo ‘by courtesy of 
Portsmouth and Sunderland 
Newspapers Ltd.). 
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assurance of this being done. 
At Irton Hall School, Holm- 
rock, Cumberland, headmaster 
Mr. John Nelson said the local 
G.P. had been approached to 
see if a number of children 
suffering from asthma and 
debility could be vaccinated. 
“It would be terrible if 
these children weren’t vaccin- 
ated and got flu” he added. 
Mr. Alan King Warden of 
Thorngrove Agricultural Centre 
Gillingham commented: “We're 
a fairly healthy lot here 
and Mao flu wouldn’t bother 
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“A suitable vaccine against 
foot and mouth disease would 
do far more good.” 
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ll other ae will be kept in 
hand and in the event of winners 
withdrawing from the holiday, the 
prizes will be offered again. 

The correct answers were: Il 
Banbury; 2. Woolwich; 3. Bath; 4. 
Brighton; 5. Cheddar; 6. Epsom; 
7. Nelson; 8. Blackpool. 
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